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And they mourned and wept, and faſted He 


til even for Saul and for Fonathan his 
| Son, and for the people of the Lord, and 
for the houſe of Iſrael, becauſe they were | 
Fallen by the ſword. | 4: 


& Here is no Maxim ſo general, or | 
ſo conſtant, but that it may al- 
low of Gine exception 3 and 
theretore though the Wiſeman 
after all his experience, his moſt ſearching 
Obſervations, and the great prolpect he 

| A 2 had 


T') 


| had ofthe order Þ {ſecond Cauſes, and the 


remper of mens minds, does pronounce, 
there was nothing new kadly the Sun : Yet 
this day , and that never-enough-lamented 
Villany we now remember, muſt put in for 
an exception from that cul: which did 1in- 
deed excecd all the common meaſures of 
wickednels lo far ; that as there is nothing 


in any. Hiſtory like it, ſo when the World 
is ſome Ages older (if {ſuch an action be 


not an Omen that its end is near). this will 
ſcarce gain credit, but be looked orr as the 
Tragical contrivance of ſome deeply-Me- 
lancholy wit. Some Princes have been by 
their prevailing Conquerors put to death, 
others have been a\ſatlinated by their own 
Subjects: But to ſee a Soveraign Prince 
brought to the Pageantry, « of a Mock-trial, 
and by a Court made up {of his own Sub- 
jects on a pretence of Juſtice {entenced' to 
loſe his life ; not in the corner of ſome pri- 
vate Priſon, but in the chief City of his 
Domimons, andin the moſt eminent place 
of-it, 1s an  evidehce of the degeneracy of 
the age we live in, that would dare to at 
what in former ages none would - have 
thought on. | 

What Phocas did to the Emperour Man- 


YIHLHS- 


k * 


Ma f 
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;ritiz5 18 the neareſt parallel to it which Hi- 
/ ſtory offers, but comes far ſhort of match- 
{ing 1t; Go neither were the Rights of the 


Roman Emperours derived by ſo clear a Ti- 
tle, nor {ſo long a Deſcent as our Royal 
1's were; and {o no wonder it thoſe 
whgiroſe by the {word did allo fall by it. 
Nor did Phocas fo-far affront Juſtice as to 
pretend to put his Maſter 'to a, Trial, and. 
Mauritius had by ſo baſe an avarice expo- 
led ſo many of his Soldiers toy be cut off, 
and uſed the reſt ſo ill, that no wonder they 
in their fury againſt him were guilty of ſo 
foul a Confpi piracy. Bat how much more ex- 
quifitly wicked was the crime we now re- 
member, when a Prince (whoſe Rights were 


| devatratl on him, by ſo many Titles : the 


Britiſh, the Saxon, the Norman, ad the 
Scottiſh Races, having all united in him, 
(who had alſo in his whole Government 


 ſhewed that deep ſenſe of Religion with a 
moſt tender regard to the good and quiet of 
. his Subjects) was againſt all the rules of 


Juſtice,; and yet upon {ome colours of it 
brought! to lo publick-a death.. But as Pho- 
cas 2s baſely treacherous and wicked as he 
was, was moſt ignomimiouſly and (hame- 


tally courted by _ Gregory the Great, 


who 


(4) 


-who writcs to him in a ſtile of fo mean and 


ſcrvile flattery, that it juſtly ſtains all the 
other good Qualities of that Prelate. And 
his Succeſſor Boniface did yet more meanly 
comply, and got himlelt declared by him 
the Univerſal Biſhop of the Church. From 
which we may judg of that See, by vyhat 
arts they are reſolved to riſe: and to make 
uſe of the worſt of men if they can but 
ſerve their turn. So in this Regicide, Re- 
Iigion was vouched,. .and God appealed to. 
And indeed it wag/1no wonder that theſe 
treated his Vicegetents fo coarſely, that 
made fo bold with God himſelf, as to pre- 


tend he was their Patron and 4warrant in 


what they did. And perhaps if theſe a&- 
ors had as fully complied with him-that pre- 
tend to be Qhriſts Vicegerent as Phocas 
did, he had as plainly juſtified their acti- 
ons as Gregory and Boniface did, which might 
have been far rather looked "Ms now. after 
all the opinions ſome of their Pmiarich 
have broached,of murdering Prices, then 
at that time when their corruptions were but 
a-forminyg, and their ambition was begin- 
ning to fly at Supremacy and Univzrial Ju- 
riſdiction, 
| Bur 5s all our work only to refle& with 
| lome 


(5) 


ſome horrour on this infamous ation ? have 


we no other concern in this Day ? The Col- 


led tells us,T hat the ſins of this Nation hawe 
been the cauſe which hath brought this heawy 
judgment upon us. We allo pray, That this 
our land be freed from the wengeance of his 
blood. And nr had not our ſins been 
great, fo that the cup of our iniquitics was 

uite full, it could not have run over in a 
tract of a long Civil War, which brought 
along with it ſo much bloodſhed, rapine and 
contempt of all things ſacred and humane ; 
and all was compleated in this crime, be- 
yond which wickedneſs could go no higher. 


| Thoſe who were fo, nobly and generouſly 


loyal as to ſerve his late Majeſty, of moſt 
bleſſed memory , do with a juſt gforying 
rejoyce in the reflection on their paſt Ser- | 
vices;yet let me crave leave to offer even to 
them how far they ought to be concerned 
in mourning and faſting on this Occaſion. It 
was our contempt of God and Religion,our 
being purely formal in our Religious Wor- 
ſhip, onr forgetting to acknowledg God 


. the author of our Peace and Plenty, "our a- 


buſing thefe by exceſs and riot, that brought 
on thoſe fad and unheard-of Judgments, A- 


mong the much-abuſed words of the late 
time 


| they were then-: Therefore the lamenting 
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time were Incendiary and Incendiariſm; but | 


theſe were the orcat Incendiaries that kind- 
led Gods w rath; and it is from ſuch that we 

may juſtly tear the like, or rather ſeverer 
judgments, 1t our {ins now be greater than 


O 


" and repenting of theie fins, by which what 


is paſt may be forgiven, and what may be 
feared be prevented, being the proper work 
of this' day; I come now to conſider my- 
Text, and what refleGtions may be drawn 
from it, though in a caſe ſo much without 
a pr twedent as "this 1s, 1t is not to be 1magi- 
ned that a Text wholly pertinent can be 
pickt up. But we ſhall make the moſt of 
this we can, and confi der three things in 
It. 

Firſt, This King whoſe Death was fo 
much lamented, and in what particulars 
he was a Parallel, and 1n what not, of our 
Royal Martyr. 

Secondly, What reaſon David with the 
reſt of the people of Iſrael had to mourn 
for his Neath, and how far that agrees with 
our caſe. | 

Thirdly, How they exprefſed their for- 
row, and how far their example calls on us 
to imitate it. l 


For 


"q 7 

For the firſt, it was Saul the Son of Kiſh, 
whom God had by the hands of Samuel de- 
ftgned to be King of Ijrael, for whom Da- 
vid had that reſpe&, char even when he was 


moſt unjuſtly hunting his lite, yet he would | 


not ſtretch forth his hand againſt him,fecing 
he was the anointed of the Lord, And in this 


our Royal Martyr was his Parallel, ſince he | 


was, by a tract of an undiſputed Succefl lion, 
that which Saul was by immediate Revelati- 


on, the Lord's Anointed, And indeed he 


lcoked on himſelt as having his Authority 
from God, as will appear from the tollow- 
ing inſtances, (which before I mention I 


muſt preface with this) that I will not en- 


large on the whole field of that Murdered 
Princes Vertues; for that were both end- 
leſs,they being ſo many, and needlels, they 
being fo well known: But having by a great 
happineſs ſeen not a few (T may add hun- 
dreds of ) Papers under his own Royal 
Pen ; I ſhall only now offer divers paſlages 


drawn out of thoſe that; vvill ove ſome_ 


Characters of his great Soul. And as in the 
| Indies the Art of Painting is only the put- 
- ting together little Plumes of ſeveral co. 
fours. in ſuch method as to give a repre{en- 
cation of yyhat they deſign 5 vyhich though 


1t 
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it be but coarſe yvork yet the Colours are 


| lively; 1o I can promiſe no exa& vvorkz 


but true and lively Colours I vvill offer, 

being thoſe mixed by our Martyr him(elf, 

though. perhaps unskilfully placed by me. 
And as the, Popiſh Legend tells of tvho. 
Pi&ures of our Saviour done by himſelf,one 

particularly vyhich he lett -in Veronita's 
Handkercher vyhen he vyiped his face vvith 
it; ſo from the ſyvear of our Royal Martyr. 
fomeLineaments of his Face ſhall be offered. 

And to return to make good the-charater 
of our Jate Soveraign, he ovvned all his 
Authority to be derived from Cod; and 
therefore, in ong!of his Papers I find theſe 
vyords,; vvhen he is acknovviedging the 


great bleſſings, and eminent protection he had 
' received from the hands of the Almighty, he 


adds;To whom we know we muſt yield a dear 
account for any breach of truſt, or failing of 
our duty towards onr People, And in; ano- . 
ther Paper reflecting on the Demand! con- 
cerning the Militia, he gives the reaſon vvhy 
he could not conſent to it as it vyas propo- 
ſed; Becauſe thereby he wholly diveſted him- 
ſelf (as he conceived) of the power of the 
Sword intruſted to him by God and the Laws 
of the Land ” the Prote&ion and Gowern- 

Ment 


C9.) 
ment of his People, thereby at once diſinheri- 
ting his P ofterity of that Right and Preroga- 
tive of the Crown which is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry for the Kingly-Office, and ſo weakening 
Monarchy in this Kingdom, that little more 
than the name and ſhadow of it will remain. 
In another Paper he expreſles his zeal ro pre- 
{erve the Lavvs,as became Gods Vicegerent, 
in theſe vyords : IF we wanted the Conſei- 
ence we cannot the diſcretion, to tempt God in 
au unjuſt quarrel, the Laws of our Kingdow 
ſhall be ſacred to us, we ſhall refuſe no hazard 
to defend them, but. ſure-we ſhall run none to 
invade them. And that Paper vyhich 1s very 
long, he thus concludes, God ſo deal with 
us and our Poſterity, as we ſhall inwiolably 
obſerve the Laws -and Statutes of our King- 
dom, and the Proteftations we have ſo often 
made for the Defence of the true Reformed 
Proteſtant Religion, the Laws of the Land, 
and the juſt Priviledges and Freedom of Par- 
liaments. | 5 
From theſe Evidences it will appear what 
ſevere thoughts he had of the Obligations 
he lay under to Almighty God, from whom 
he had his power, and to whom he knew 
he was to give account of his Adminiſtra- 
tion, | L | 
, Þ- Wi 2. We 
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2. We find it is ſaid of Savl, that after 


he was anointed , | God gave him another 


heart, and that meeting a company of Pro- 
phets he propheſied to the' aſtoniſhment of 


thoſe thatibeheld him. How much of this 


Divine Spirit reſted on our Bleſſed Martyr, 
all thoſe Meditations which were his Exer- 
ciſes in his retiremenf do abundantly' de- 
clare. If by Saul's propheſying be meant 
the foretclling what was to come, I meet 
ſomewhat very near it from his Royal Pen, 
Anno 1642, in a Letter, wherein he writes 
theſe words; I hawe ſet up my reſt on the ju- 
ftice of 'my cauſe, being reſolved that no. ex- 
tremity or misfortune ſhall makg me yield ; for 


 T will either be a Glorious King, or a Patient 


Martyr; and as yet not being the firſt, and at 
preſent not apprehending the other, I think it 
now no unfit time to expreſs this my reſolution 
to you. A very overly obſerver will ſee much 
in theſe words, eyen without a Commenta- 


ty. Or, if by propheſying be to be under- 


{ſtood an elevated way of truſting in God, 
and adoring him, then I ſhall add what I 
find under the ſame. Sacred Pen, when he 
was at Newcaſtle, 10 a Letter to one of his 
Subjects : Know that T rather ' expe& the 


w:rſe than the better event of things ; being 
reſolyed 


| '& ID 
re efolued 'f by the Grace of God and without 
the leaft repining at hijz ) to ſuffer any thing 
that injury can put upon me rather than ſin 
againſt my Conſcience, And in another Let- 
ter, Now for the ſad conſequences I know no 
> good antidote as a good Conſcience, which 
by the Grace of God 1 ” preſerve whatever 

elſe happen to me. 

A third Character we have of Saul is that 
he was very;areful to proted his Subjedts 
when in dangFer;as appears both by his Faſte 


F Io >, 


ro relieve Jgh:iſh-Gilead when ſore pur to 


1t by the Kiyg of Ammon, and by his en- 


gaging againlt the Philiſtines with ſo much 
Perſonal danger to himſelt and his Family. 
Now what our Martyrs zeal tor protecting 
his Subjects was, (I ſpeak not of his care in 
protecting the oppreſſed Proteſtants in Ger- 
many and France, which I leave to the Hi- 
ſtorians ) I ſþall make appear - from the to]- 
lowing Evidences. What vaſt Conceſſions 
he made to his native Kingdom every body 
knows ; and therefore he concluded a Pa- 
per he {igned on his Pacification with them 
in thele words: And as we hawe juſt reaſon to 
believe that to our peaceable and well-affeSted 
SubjeSts this will be ſatisfaStory ; ſo we take 
God and the Vorld to witneſs that whatemer 
Cala- 


i (12) ; gf 
= | Calamities ſhall enſue ſue by our neceſſe Wols ſup- 


| 
fi preſſeng 712 of the Tnſolencies of ſuch as ſhall COn-. 


= tinue in their diſobedient Courſes, 1s not oc- 
caſioned by us, but by their own procurement. 


Our ' Subjefls be ſuch, that they will not reſt 
ſatisfied with what,we have given you power 
to condeſcend to; phich notwithſtanding all 
their Inſolencies we ftill allow you to make 
good to them; We take God to witneſs that 


what miſery ſoewer fall to that Country bere-. 


after, it is no fault of ours but their own 
| proeurement. And in another Letter at that 
Wi ſame time: We take God to witneſs we have 
permitted them to do many things for eſtab- 

liſhing of Peace contrary to our- 0w1n judg- 
ment. How far he complied with their moſt 


unreaſonable deſires to the very great dimi- 
nutions of his Royal Authority 1s well c- 


nough known. 


Wi in the Civil War in this Kingdom, he left 
fil no mean uneſlayed to ſatisfie even all their 
zealoufies and tears; and therefore in a Pa- 


| | '. words: Wedo conjure all our good Subjects 
tl 6f that our Native IK ng, by the long happy 


anc 


ot 


j 

op 
Il And ma Letter to one of his Commiſſion- - 
| ers, there he writes: But if the madneſs of _ 


- When he ſaw them inclined to engage 


par under his own [Pen he writes theſe 


Lf, 
z 


tin) 


and uninterrupted Government of us and our; 


Royal Progenitors over them, by the memory © 
of theſe many large and publick, Bleſſunzs 
they enjoyed under our, dear Father, by theſe 
ample: favours and benefits they FI recet- 


wed from ns, not to fi iffcr themſelves to be. 


#riſled and corrupted in their affections and 


duty to us by the cunning malice and indu-. 


firy of theſe Incendiaries. | 
And when he heard theſe Jiſhal news 
of that moſt barbarous Rebellion in Ireland, 
with what zeal he let about the ſending rC- 
lief to them may appear from the follow- 
mg words of one of his Letters to one in 
his Native Kingdom after he had lamented 
the miſeries and aftlictions,to which his good 
Subjects in Ireland were redludeld through the 
_ inhumane and unheard-of \cruelties of the Re- 
bels there ; and had regrated the delays of 
ſending ſupplies to them chrough the diſtra- 
ctions of England; he adds: So-that if ſome 
extraordinary courſe be not taken for their 
preſent ſupply , it is not like their miſeries 
will end ſooner their days. Therefore he re- 
quired them to haſte the ſending over their 
Forces, aſſuring them; That if the Parlia- 
ment of England did not puncually pay 


them, he would engage his own.Revenue, 
A Wi 


«4 
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father than delay {o good and {o neceſlary 
a work ; and that he would ifſue out ſuch 
Warrants under the Great Seal of England, 
and oprant all their other defires which in rea- 
{on could be demanded for the advance- 
ment of it. -And atrer that,ſecing that work 
went on ſlowly, he was reſolved to have 
gone in perſon to have carried it on more 
vigorouſly, and to have hazarded himſelf 
that he might preſerye his People. But fin- 
ding that Reſolution gave, oreat Jealouttes 
to thoſe who cenſured him whatever he did, 

he gave 1t over. | 
: How careful he was to prevent a Rupture 
in this Nation, not only his great Concellt- 
ons prove, but his conſtant offers of Treaty, 
even when things went proſperouſly with 
him, do demonſtrate , therefore refleting 
ON thisin a Paper (under his own Pen) he 
writes; We denied not any thing, but what 
by the known Law was unqueſtionably our 
own, we carneſtly deſired and preſſed a Treaty, 
that fo we might but know at what price we 


| might prevent the mi ſeries and deſolations that 


was threatned ; but this was abſolutely and 
| ſcornfully refuſed and rejected. And in a Meſ- 
{age, which though it was never ſent, yet 


remains tinder his hand, he writes theſe 
words: 


(19 2 
'words: And now he conjures his two Houſes 
of Parliament as they are Engliſhmen, Chri- 
ſftians, and lovers of Peace, by the duty they 
owe their King, and by the bowels of Com- 
paſſion they have towards their fellow-ſubjects, 
that they will accept of theſe offers, whereby 
the joyful news of Peace may be again reſtored 
to this languiſhing Kingdom. wy 

And thus tar the Parallel of Saul and 
our Martzred King hath held good , but 
now they muſt depart from one another ; 
and it ſhall appear how our late Soveraign 
was on many accounts hugely preferable to 
the King lamented in my Text ; yet ſhall 
name' one particular in which Saul had the 
better of him. _\F 

Saul had by his raſh Oath endanyered 
Jonathan's life, which he ſeemed reſolved 
to execute, but the earneſt interceflions of 
his People prevailed on him to change theſe 
his ſevere and cruel reſolutions. But alas! 
our Martyr having firmly reſolved to ſave 
a perſon he judged innocent, and clear of 
the Treaſon charged on him, did to com-- 
ply with the moſt preſſing deſires of his 
People , conſent to the putting him to 
death : We have ſeen his fault and the 
ipecious colours that led him to ir, next let 
| C 1+ 


( 16) 
me lay before you his Repentance, exprel- 
ſed by himſelt in a Letter, Ano 164.2. 0 


thing more, which but for the Meſſenger weth 
100 much to tenſt to. Paper, the failing to'ox. 
friend bath indeed gone wery near me ; where- 
fore IT am reſolved that no conſideration whatſo- 
ever ſhall ever make me do the like upon this 
ground, I am certain that God hath either fo 
totally forgiven me , that be will ſtill bleſs 
this good canſe in my hands, or that all my 
puniſhment ſhall be in this world, which 
without performing what I have reſolved I 
cannot flatter my ſelf will end here. And he 
ends that Letter thus: Beſrde peneroſrty, to 
which 1 pretend a little, my Conſcience will 
inake me ſtick to my friends. How deep his 
{ſenſe of that 11 a, how great his apprehen- 
ſions of the Judgments of God, and how 
true his notion Jud Repentance was, cannot 
bur calily appear upon the frſt hearing theſe. 
words. 

{ But for this one advantage, the King in 
my Text had of the King of the Day, we 
ſhall find many great and noble - Charafters 
in which he excelled him. 

And firſt, Saul pretended ſome zeal tor 
'God, he built an Altar for him ; he:honou- 
red Sannel his Prophet, he went and de- 

; {troyed 
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'Rroyed the Amalekgtes ; but when it might 
ſerve his turn he did not ſtick to difobey 


God, he faved Agzag , and much of the 


ſpoil of the Amalekites, pretending. it was 


preſerved for offering Sacrifices. He had 
not patience to ſtay tor Samuel, but did fa- 


; crilegiouſly offer the Sacrifice himſelf. But 
our Martyr did not only expreſs great re- 
ard to God in his Proſperity by many high 
.. marks of his zeal and conſtant attendance 


on the Worthip of God; his great eſteem 


of all worthy and deſerving Churchmen,and 


his Royal bounty to the advancing all pious 


and religious purpoſes: But by his conſtant 
and firm adhering to thoſe Rights of the 
Church,and to all he judged himſelf bound 
in Conſcience to maintain; therefore it was 
that he did chooſe to bear the greateſt dan- 
gers rather than fin againſt his Conſcience. 
When the violence of his Native Subjets a- 
gainſt the Order of Biſhops had brought 
things to that paſs that it could not be main- 
tained without much blood and confuſion, 
he judged that God loved mercy better 
than ſacrifice, did give way to their fury ; 
but with that tender | care that became a 
man of {o {evere and; exa&t a Conſcience ; 


and this ſhall appear by ſome evidences I 
| C 2 £0 
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go to mention. Having ſigned a Paper of 
Conceſſions, wherein he had uſed the word, 


- it pleaſed him, reflecting on the 1 importance 
'of that, he wrote the following words in a 
Letter ro him 'that had the managing of 


that buſineſs: T muſt deſire you to alter one 
word, that T ſhould not be thought to deſire 
the aboliſing of that in Scotland, which I 

approve and maintain in,Fngland. Now the 
word content expreſſes enongh my conſent to 
bave them ſurceaſe for the preſent. But the 
word, pleaſed, methinks imports as mich as 
if I deſired them to take them away, or at leaſt 


that I were well pleaſed they ſhould do ſo : But 1 
1 leave it to your ordering, ſo that you may: ; 


it be clearly underſtood that though I permit, © 


yet I would be better pleaſed. they let them a- * 


loze. And in the Inſtructions he gave his 
Commuitſlioner for conſenting to the aboliti- 


on of the Order of Biſhops, he wrote thus : | 


Carry the Diſputes ſo, that the concluſion ſeem 
not to be made in prejudice. of Epiſcopacy as 
unlawful, but only in ſatisfaction to the Peo- 
ple, and. for ſetling the.preſent diſorders, and 
ſuch other reaſons of State.. And he likewiſe 
ordered him to take care, that Epiſcopacy 


ſhould not be abjured as. a point of Popery, |, 


contrary to Gods Law. or the Proteſtant Reli.. 
gion, 


19 ”y | 
gion, And at the Pk time in a Letter to 
the Primate of that Church he wrote thus : 
He do aſſure you that it ſhall be ſtill one of 
our chiefeſt ſtudies, how to reciifie and eſtab- 
liſh the Government of that Church aright. 
And he adds a little after, Toy may reſt ſe. 
cure, that though perhaps we give way for 
the preſent to that which will be prejudicial, 
both to' the Church and our own Government, 
yet we will not leave' thinking in time how to. 
remedy both. | 
After God in his wiſe and holy, though 
to us unaccountable Counſels, iuffered the 
Rebellious Arms of his Enemies ſo. far to 
prevarl, that nothing did promiſe any hopes 
of his being re-eſtabliſhed on his Throne, 
but the conſenting to all the demands of 
theſe in whoſe hands he had caſt himſelf, 
then did the ſtrict care he had to keep a 
good Conſcience appear, by his hazarding 
all things rather than endanger his inward 
wet ; and therefore he told them : That 
when. he was ſatisfied in his Conſcience with 
the lawfulneſs of what they deſired, then, but 
not till then, could he grant tbiir demands : . 
and was willing to enter 1n conference with 
any they would appoint about theſe rwo 


Points,'the one being the Divine Appoint- 
ment. 


(29) 
ment of Bithops , and the other his being 
obliged to detend them by his Oath of Co- 
ronation. And the account of one of his 
Diſcourſes I have ſeen, : is thus : That he 
would run the| hazard of all his Crowns be- 
low, rather than endanger that above ;, and 


that though the quiet of his Kingdoms, and 


the ſettlement of his Throne were very walu- 
able; yet the peace of his Conſcience muſt be 
preferred by him to all things. And in a 
Diſcourſe he had, which he wrote with his 
own Pen, he uſed; theſe words : Not oftay 
you too long upon fo unpleaſing a ſubje& ; Þ 
aſſure you that nothing but the preſervation of 
that which is dearer to me than my life,could 
have hindered me fran giving you full ſatis- 
fa&ion; for upon my word all the dangers and 
inconveniences which you have laid before me 
do not ſo much trouble me, as that T cannot 
give full ſatisfation to the deſires of my na- 
tive Country; eſpecially being ſo earneſtly 
preſſed upon me: And yet bere again I muft 
tell you (for in this caſe repetitions are not 
impertinent ) that T do not give you a denial ; 
nay, 1 proteff againſt it, and remember it is 
your King that deſires to be heard, And in 
another Paper he ſent to thoſe that gover- 


- 


ned thent in his Native Kingdom, he writes 
theſe 


{ v6) | 
theſe words : If it be ſo clear, as you beliewe, 
that Epiſcopacy is unlawful, T doubt not but 
God ſball fo enlighten mine eyes, that I ſhall 
oor perceive it ; and then T promiſe you to 
concur with you fully in matters of Religion ; 
and therefore he ſubzoyns, He hopes they 
would not preſs him to do that which was yet 
againſt his Conſcience, until he might do it 
without ſenning. And he concluded that Pa- 
per with a Poſtſcript to the Miniſters : That 
he hoped they, as Miniſters of Gods Word, 
would not preſs upon him untimeouſly the mat= 
ter of Church-government, until (he adds) I 
may bave leiſure to be ſo perſwaded, that I 
may comply with what they deſire without 
breach of Conſcience ; which I am confident 
they, as Church-men cannot preſs me to do. 
And in theſe conſcientious Reſolutions he 
was ſo firm, that in a private Letter he 
writes thus: For Gods ſake do not ſo much as 
expect, much leſs linger after any other or fur- 
ther matter from me; for upon the faith of a 
| Chriſtian you ſhall have no more than what is 
ow laid before you. And in another Letter : 
As for your Covenant, when, and, not before, 
'that T ſhall be ſatisfied in my Conſcience that 
I may allow it, I will. He going on grounds 
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ſo ſtrict and well-pleaſing to God, it was no. 


; wonder 
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wonder he mainwined that {erenit of mind, 


that when he got Letters that tol him V's | 
| he was to be uſed, being engaged at Chels, 


he continued to play after he had read his 
Letters, without ſhew of any commotion or 
diſturbance, which I have {een under the 


| hand of an eye-witneſs. And in the Moneth | 


of March' before his Martyrdom, when he 
was almoſt out of all hopes; yet he would 


not depart from theſe Chriſtian Relolutions, 


which I find thus expreſſed by his own Pen: 


For any enlargement concerning Church-afairs 


T deſire you not to expe& it from me, for ſuch 


expectations bawe been a great cauſe of this 
my preſeat condition,which I aſſure you I am 
ftill reſolved rather to ſuffer than to wrong i” 
Conſcience or Honour, which IT muſt do if 1 

enlarge my ſelf any thing in theſe points,Theſe 
are lome of the true Characters of a Deten- 
der of the Faith; of one that did approve 
himſelf to be under God and Chriſt, the 


Supreme over the Church, and of one that 


was indeed fitted to bear all things, rather 
than fin againſt God or his Conſcience. 

| 2. Another Character of Sayl is his cru- 
elty>,- which was ſo enraged that he ſpared 
neither Son-1n-law nor Son, but threw his 


darts at them to haye killed them, and his 


cruelty 
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cruelty againſt David was alſo joined with 


perfidy and breach of truſt; for after he 


had given him the moſt ſacred aſſurances, 
he ſti]] continued to purſue him,and cauſed * 
to be murdered fourſcore and five Prieſts. 


tor the pretended fault of one which he be- 
lieved upon the delation of an Edomite.This 
was a fac both ſo cruel and fo impious,thar 
he could find none to execute it, but that 
uncircumciſed Alien, and all this was the 
eftect of that evil Spirit was let looſe upon 
him, when by his fins he! had driven away 
the good Spirit of God. But our Royal 
Martyr did daily ſhew more and more Eyvi- 
dences of a truly Divine and Chriſtian Spi- 
rit: What full Indemnity and Oblivion did 
he offer his Enemies ! even though they 
would not allow any Indemnity to his 
Friends. And how much he was againſt all 
cruel or ſevere practices may appear from 
theſe Evidences;one 1s under his own hand, 
in theſe words: The preſent diftrattions a- 
bout Religion are ſo great, and of that nature, 
that perſwaſion as well as power muſt be uſed 
to reſtore that happy tranquillity which the 
Church of England bath lately and miſerably 


 —Joſt; for certainly wiolence and perſecution 


pexjer was. nor will be found a right way to 


D ſettle 


Ca4)!: | 
ſettle peoples Conſciences, And this went ſo 
far with him, as to give him a ſtrong aver- 
ſion to the excuting ſanguinary Laws a- 
cainſt even the Emitfaries of Rome, which 
I find he thus expretles 1n a Paper written 
with his own Pen : Concerning Goodman the 
Prieſt, the reaſon why Ireprieved him is, that, 
as I am informed, neither Queen Flizabeth, * 
. nor my Father, did ever allow that any Prie 
an their times was executed meerly for Reli- 
gion; which to me; ſeems to be this particular 
caſe ; yet ſecing I am preſſed by both Houſes 
to give way to bis Exccution, becauſe Þ will 
avoid the inconvenience of giving fo orcat a 
diſcontentment to my People, as I perceive 
this mercy. may produce, I remit this particu. 
lar caſe to both Houſes ; but T deſire you to 
take unto your ſerious conſideration the incon- 
weniences which, as I conceive, may upon this 
occaſion fall upon my Subjefs and other Pro. 
teftants abroad ; eſpecially ſince it may ſeem 
to other States to be a ſeucrity with ſurprize ; 
which I, hawing thus repreſented, do think my 
felF diſcharged from all ill conſequences, that 
may enſue upon the execution of this perſon. 
For his fidelity in obſerving his Treaties, I 
have already in another: branch of this Diſ- 
courſe mentioned ſome paflages that ſhew 

how. 
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| how religiouſly he reſolved to obſerye thein; 
and his refuſing to ſerve his Intereſts by Pro- 
miſes, which how uſeful ſoever they might 
have been to him, yet ſince he could not 
with a good Conſcience obſerve them, he 
would not make them, ſhews how ſacred 
he accounted all his Promiſes ; and his offer- 
ing to quit the command of the M5litia, 
either for a determinate number of years,or 


. for his whole lite, ſhews how carefully he 


intended to obſerve all he promiſed ; fince 
he was willing to give ſuch a ſecurity, which 
as it was ſtrong,ſo it diminiſhed his Antho- 
rity in the moſt tender and moſt ſacred part 
of it. | 

I ſhall to theſe add only one inſtance. 
When he ſaw thoſe of his Native Kingdom . 
engaging in the War againſt him, in this 
Kingdom, it 1s obvious enough how much 
the ſecuring Berwick, might have advanced 
his ſervice, and his Armies in the North. 
could eaſily have done it ; yet ſince by the 
Treaty with that Kingdom it was not to be 
earriſoned ; fo religiouſly did he obſerve 
the Treaty, that he would not put a Gar- 
riſon 1n it : But that fidelity was not minded 
by thoſe who conſpired againſt him, who 
did, notwithſtanding the Treaty, Garriſon {/ 
D 2 the | 
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the place ; upon which occaſion he wrote 


what follows; No induftty hitherto coutd ; 


have ſo far prevailed with us as to have gain- 
ed any belief that our Scotch-Subjects would 
countenance, much leſs aſſiſt this blootly Re- 
bellion in England ; yet we know not how #0 


underſtand the lewying Forces both Foot any 


Horſe within our Native Kingdom, and theirl 


entering the Town of Berwick in a boſtite. 


4#1anner, Our moſt malicious Enemies, muſt. 


bear us witneſs, how religiouſly we have ob- 
ſerved theſe Articles on our part ; whereas if 
we had not been more tender, than the adwyi- 
ſers of this breach have been, of the Publick 
Faith, it is obvious to any how eaſily we could 
have ſecured that Town from all Rebels, And 
after he had refuted the Pretence they made 
uſe of, he adds: Such then as ſhelter them- 
ſelves under that pretext, will find from thence 
but a ſlender warrant before God, who knows 
the integrity of our heart, and how inwiolably 
we intend to preſerve all that we have granted 


'that Kingdom, ſo long as they ſuffer them- 
' ſelves to be capable of our” Proteiion, and 
thoſe fawonrs, He likewiſe wrote in another 
Letter at that ſame time theſe words :- Such 


bigh indignities to us, and to our Authority 
make us believe they. have forgot they have @ 


King, . 


(27); 
Kine, and their Oaths in preferying us in 
our Guſt power, as their King. But God will 
diſcover and puniſh ſuch undutifitl thoughts, 
how cloſely ſoewer they be clouded with preten- 
ces of ſafety to Religion and Liberty, which 


tk they know will be ever dearcr to us than our 


own preſervation. 

. And to cloſe up this Parallel, Saul 
when | in danger, betook himſelf to the ba- 
feſt Arts, and went tothe Witch at Endor, 
to ask Reſponſes about the event of that 


 Battel he was to. give the Philiftines, not 
conlidering how he had provoked God' to 
withdraw his protection from him, and that 


all the powers of Hell,and evil Spirits were 


; no longer able to preſerve him ; and having 


got aſad anſwer to his over-curious Queſti- 


'# on, (the common fate of all who will by 
* - theſe forbidden Arts thruſt into the ſecrets 


. : of the Divine Councels), we find him wo- 
 fully;faint-hearted; fore afraid, fall flat on_ 
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+ which he begun by his falling on his Sword, 


hg rround and refuſe to eat. And after{j 


that fatal Battel he had neither the courage? 


ro out-live it, nor the ſtrength to. finiſh his. 


deſperate defign upon himſelf ; but after he 
had fallen on his own Sword, he called an 
Amalekite to compleat that '$elf-murder 


and 


a 
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Burt nothing of all this belongs to our Roy- | 


al Martyr, who depended on God, and & 


1 


ſubmitted to his will in the courſe of all his. 
Councels, both of Peace and War; And 
when it pleaſed God for the puniſhment of 
his People, to expoſe him to the malice and 
cruelty of his Enemies, even. then he pro- 
ved more than Conquerour ; and according 
to the proſpect he had of it long before, he 
was a Patient Martyr : Nor did he expreſs 
the leaſt meanneſs of {pirit when brought 
loweſt, he would neither give up the Rights _ 
of the Church nor the Crown, of People 
nor Parliaments, to their inſulting pride, 
who trampling on all Laws Sacred and Hu- 
mane, had made themſelyes the ſacrilegi- 
ous Maſters of his Perſon and Power. And 
as he was not cowardly or languid under all 
his misfortunes, ſo he maintained his Autho- 
rity as Jong as he was able, and did not 
faintly deſpond, nor abandon his own 
Rights,or the Protection of his People, But 
this leads me to the fad part of my Dil- 
courle, wherein I am to compare the Rea- 
ſons we have for mourning, with theſe Da- 
vid and the People of Tjrael had on this Oc- 
caſion, and. it will be cafily allowed, ours 

FW. muſt 
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muſt be by ſo much the greater, by how 
much our Royal Martyr did excecd their 
King, which hath been demonſtrated in the 
Parallel I have given. 

Firſt, This Kings Death was his own 
Deed; and though the Victory his Ene- 
mies got, drave him to that deſpair, yet 
none of the People were of acceſſion to it : 


and for the Amalekite (if his relation was 


true) as 1t was an Alien from their Com- 
monwealth that did it; ſo Saul was well 
{crved for not deſtroying the Amalekztes, as 
Samnel had commanded him ; therefore 
they had no particular reaſon to be ſorry, 


but only becauſe they had loft a King,who- 


as he was none of the worſt, ſo he was far 
from being one of the beſt. Princes. Perhaps 
Dawid had fome more reaſon to faſt and 
mourn, and as his Conſcience did before 
accuſe, him for cutting off the Hem of his 


Garment; ſo now the Arms he bare againſt 


him did trouble his Conſcience. For though. 
much may be ſaid for David in that caſe, he 


was the deſigned heir of the Crown by Gods 


appointment; he was very unjuſffly and* 


perfidiouſly uſed by Saul; he had kept him- 


{elf on a pure defenſive, and Sanl's being 


frenetick and. poſleſled with. an evil f{pirit,. 
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are great. juſtifications of David's little 
Army, or rather Guard; and his being a 


Man according to Gods heart, ought to 


ofſeſs all with that eſteem for him, as not 


_ eaſily to find fault with him, or with any 


of his a&tiqns; yet his Army being made up 
of men diftrefſed, in debt, and diſconten- 


| ted, is a ſhrewd Indication, that the Cauſe 


was not over-good when he had ſuch a fol- 
lowing. Beſides, his going to live at Gath 
with the Uncircumciſed, his cutting off the 
Amalekztes, and pretending to Achiſh that 
he had deſtroyed his own People by an un- 
juſtifiable deceit ; and finally his going out 
with the Armies of the Philiſtines, and pro- 
fefling a great deſire to fight againſt the 
Enemies of Achiſh, who were no other but 
Saul, his natural liege-Lord, and the Ar- 
mies of Tfrael (wherein he either acted a 
very unfincere part, or did really refolve to 
tave engaged apainſt them) are things ſo 
manifeſtly contrary to the Laws of God, 
that they a3 a ſtrong preſumption, that 
the whole buſineſs of his taking Armes was 
contrary to Law and Religion. But I (hall 
not enter further into the Diſpute, and fo 
leave it; inclining rather to believe, that 
David's Conſcience did accuſe him, of ha- 

| ving 
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ving failed in his Duty to Saul. 
But after all this our Cafe is mach more 
juſtly deplorable, who did not loſe our 
King by the prevailing power of a hoſtile 
Invaſion , but by the unnatural hands of 
his own Subjects, who were (both by the 
tye of Subjetion, by their Oaths of Alle- 
g1ance, which many of them had ſworn, and 
by their conſtant profeſſions of fighting for 
the King, and in defence of his Authority, 
as they gave it out, for training in the mnl- 
titude by ſo deceitful a bait), tyed to the 
preſervation of his perſon, and yet did waſh 
' their hands in his blood ; and by their pre- 


tending Religion and Juſtice, in a FaCt ſo 


contrary to both, did (as much as in them 
lay) bring the. fouleſt imputations on both 
that could be. How did this open the 
mouths of the Adverſaries of our Religion, 
(whom we had juſtly charged for their ſedi- 
tious and treaſonable Dodrines) to inſult 
over us; but without all cauſe : for as all 
the! Reaſons pretended, were but upon the 
matter the ſame with thoſe their DoQors 
have publithed,allowing but a ſmall change; 
fo thoſe of our true and ſoundly reformed 
Church did abominate ſo foul a Crime, with 


all poſſible horrour ; and, as was moſt juſt, 
| did 


(32) 
did both in publick and priyate declare a- 


ainſt it ; and with a generous and truly 


Chriſtian conſtancy, endured Sequeſtrati- | 


ons, Impriſonments, and every thing which 
that inſulting Power put them to, rather 


than comply with ſo. vile an Action and its 


vile Actors. 

But to all this it may be ſaid, Let theſe 
mourn who were of acceſſion to it,that con- 
cerns not us. To which I muſt anſwer, That 
ſ\uch publick Crimes leave a guilt upon the 


whole Nation, which therefore muſt be ex- 


piated with a publick univerſal Repen- 
tance. And if in the Law of Moſes God 
declared, that Blood was a crying ſin which 
called to Heaven for vengeance, and there- 
fore when a Murder was diſcovered, and the 
Murderer was not known, there was ,to be 
a Sacrifice for the whole People to expiate 
the guilt ; how much more 1n a Crime, at- 


tended with ſo many foul and black Circum- * 


ſtances, ought we by earneſt Prayers to ſtu- 
dy to avert theſe Judgments, which we may 

but too juſtly apprehend! lj 
And to this let me add, that there are 
not {o many innocent as thoſe perhaps ima- 
gine ; for as David here did (it 1s probable) 
charge himſelt for arming againſt the Lords 
Anoin- 
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Anointed ; {o what reaſon have theſe who 
engaged in Oppoſlition,' and Arms 't6- our 
Royal Martyr, to charge and judg them- 
ſelves,that they be not judged of the Lord ; 
who not being ſatisfied with thoſe great and 
large Conceſlions, he ireely' and willingly 
offered, did purſue his Perſon and Lite in 
the Field ; atter which it was no wonder 
others bak to-purlue him to the:Scaftold. 
May not the one be {aid to have killed the 
King that robbed him of his Revenue, Po- 
wer and Authority , and every thing was 
neceſlary for the maintenance of the Royal 
Dignity ; whereas the other did but mur- 
ther Charles, after he was ſpoiled of his 
Royal Power, and the Government taken 
out of his hands : Though in a tormal Pa- 
geantry Writs were ifſued in his Name. And 
thus we find the grounds of our mourning 
grow larger, and take, or rather call in,more 
mourners. 

But in fine, by another adyance, a great 
many more will be comprtzed. within this 


Duty, even all thoſe who did not with the 


moſt vigorous oppoſition was poſlible pre- 
vent this barbarous Regicide; which made 
a foreign Hiſtorian, giving account of it, 
ſay, it was a wonder how Engliſhmen could 
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look on and behold ſo barbarous and unex- 
ampled a Crime : Where were the hearts 
and hands of the brave Engliſh, whoſe 
loyal and noble valour appearing on this 
occafion, had been a Subject to be celebra- 
ted by all the higheſt and moſt grateful Re- 
membrances Pofterity could dedicate to ſo 
glorions an ation ? Did a puſillanimous 
tear freez their courage ,, when their Head 
was thus ſtruck at ? Did the care of their 
Fortunes prevail, when they could expect 
no longer to live ſecure in the Poſlefſion of 
any of their Rights, when all was in this 
one Att unhinged ? Did the atrocity of the 
Fact aſtoniſh them ſo, that they were not 
recovered out of this amazing ſnrprize till 
xt was too late? Or did the ſaddenneſs of 
the Crime prevent their diltgence ? Or 
were they fo charitable to ther Conntry- 
men as not tothink- any could be capable 
of committing this Crime, till they were 
| convinced of it by an unan{werable Argu- 
ment © yet al] theſe palliations or excuſes 
will not ſerve turn, they ſhonld have put 
all to. hazard when they ſaw the Caſe ſo de- 
{perate, and alt like to-be loft. And thus it 
appears many are concerned to mourn on 
this Occafion, who perhaps think themſelves. 
far from any guilt, Fits 
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Finally, there be yet others concerned, 
who (may be )'do nor ſo much as imagin 
how it = come to their door, and theſe 
be the preſent Generation,who either were 
not born then, or at leaſt of that age that 
nothing could be expected from them ; but 
even they muſt conſider that God -viſits the 
ſins of the Fathers upon the Children ; and 
though: no Child is guilty of his Fathers 
fat, unleſs he concurred in it, or did after- 
wards approve it, yet many times the Judg- 
ments of God in Temporal things do over- 
take them for their Fathers faults ; which is 
no more unjuſt than for the Law to deny the 
Child any of the Privileges of Subjects for 
the Fathers faults. From all this then it 
will appear how much more reaſon we have 
to mourn, than the People of Iſrael had on 
this occaſion, who have (to- the ſcorn and 
mſtltings of our Enemies) been one way 
or other ſo generally guilty in the Death of _ 
ſo religious and pious x Prince. 

2. But the People of Iſrael had this great: 
allay to their grief that they had a Prince 
deſigned by God for the Succeſſion, who. 
had given fuch approved Evidences of his 
great Piety, Wiſdom, Valour and Con-. 
du&t, that their Government was prelently 

| tO. 
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ro take a ſettlement ; though it 1s'true Ab- 
ner {et up Tſhboſheth, Sayl's 'Son, who. was | 
followed: by all Iſrael, only Fadab, Davids 
own Tribe, adhered to him : But this was 
after two years War decided, and all Ifracl 
received Dawid tor their King : : and ſtill the 
CGoyernment was ſteady and even,and there- 
fore they had not that aſon to afflict 
them which we had on the occaſion we now 
remember. | 
Tris true the right of Succeſſion was clear 
and undiſputed, but thole who killed the 
Father continued their Crimes by purſuing 
the Son, and not only driving him from his 
Rights, bur when one of the Tribes of our 
I/rael, even that which juſtly glories in a 
nearer Intereſt in our Soveraigns Perſon, | 
had adhered to him, and crowned him, 44 
_ though with very unjuſtifiable relerves,then 
did that party, bathed in the Fathers Blood, 
thirſt likewiſe for the Son's, and carried the 
War into that Kingdom;and when the Righ- 
teous Heir of our Murthered Martyr came 
into this,then again did carnal wiſdom, and 
the care of mens Lives and Eſtates prevail | 
over thole ſtrong tyes of Loyalty and Sub- 
jection ; ; God having reſerved the eſtabliſh- 
10g him on his Fathers Throne to his own 
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immediate Arm ; wherein there ſhould be a 
clear declaration of his wiſe and wonderfa] 
Providence, in turning about the hearts of 
the Nation to him; fo that to Poſterity it 
will be a Problem, which of the two is the 
more aſtoniſhing, either the Rebellion a- 

ainſt the Father, or the recalling the Son, 
and that ſome of the very ſame perſons 
ſhould have been inſtrumental in both, by 
the latter action expreſling their true: and 
| ſincere Repentance for the former. 

\ But alas! the Interval was long ;, it was 
not only a two-years War, like that betwixt 
Saul's Son and David, but a ten-years 
Thraldom ;, wherem thoſe that had com- 
plained of ſome {mall incroachments on Li- 
berty before, did totally overturg all the 
Freedoms both of Parliament and People ; 
but to colour this a little, gave a large and 
unreſtrained Liberty in matters of Religi- 
on, by which all | ſenle of Order and Re- 
gular Government being quite caſt off, ma- 
ny. by the 'cuſtom of an unbounded: Law- 
leſneſs, became habitually Sons of Belal 
and as Heifers unaccuſtomed to the yoke, 
cannot again be brought under theſe necel- 
ſary Reſtraints and Regularities of Relig1- 
on and Law.. Nay, which- 1s worle,. though 
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but the effe& of the former, many youthful 


and extravagant ſpirits being once deliver- 
ed from all obligation to any piece of Reli- 
g10us Worlhip, come by degrees to loſe all 
{enſe of it ; and ſeeing thole irregular and 
ungoverned Practices of many pretenders to 
Religion, who were viſibly advancing their 
own Detigns under the colours of Piety, 
they came to imagin Religion was only a 
pretence by which ambitious men carried on 
their own Ends; and the many Subdivili- 
ons. and different Parties they obſerved a- 
bout matters of Religion, made them alſo 
judg there could be no. certainty where 
there was {o much debate and diſpute. And 
to all this may be added, that by Oaths and 
counter-Oaths, which they often took, (ha- 


ving paſſed trom the Oath of Allegiance _ 


to the Covenant, and from that to.the En- 


gagement) their Conſciences became ſeared, 


| and paſt teeling ; or, being much wounded 
by ſuch ſwearing , to aveid the ſmart of 
that, they took themſelves to theſe curſed 
arts of getting quiet in their impious PraQti- 
ces, by throwing off all ſcnfe of God and 
Religion, and ſetting up profeſledly for A- 
theiſm ; which is ſo natural a reſuls of what 
has been ſaid, that I think it cannot be 
doubted 
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doubted to have ſprung trom it. And hi- 
therto I ſuppole it is unqueſtionably clear, 
that we have much more reaſon to lament 
the matter now before us, than thoſe had 

who are 1n my Text. | 
3- And now I adyance to the third and 
laſt Part of my Diſcourſe, to conſider what 
this mourning was, and what ours ought to 
be ; they upon ſo ſad news and ſo great a 
 Tols, were both very tenderly affedted tor 
the Death of a King that had ſo many good 
Qualicies, that he being dead they had rea- 
{on to forget his bad ones ; the loſs allo of 
ſo noble a Prince as Fonathan, (who may 
juſtly paſs for one of the braveſt Hero's, 
and the moſt geherous Friends that ever 
was) could not but be very ſad, eſpecially 
to David, whoſe Fricndihip with Jonathan 
was beyond what 1s either in Hiſtory or Ro- 
mance : and as hitherto all the generous 
parts of the Friendſhip were on Fonathans 
ſide, though we find David's returns were 
as tender, and rather more; for at their 
parting when their mutual Friend(hip ſet 
them both a-crying, it is faid, David ex- 
ceeded. But now when David was to have 
made returns ſuitable to what he had re- 
ceived from Jonathan, he 15 ſnatched away 
Þ | by 


(40) 
by the Sword of the Philiftines, they had 
alſo many brave Country-men that were 
killed:To this was to be added the ſad con. 
dition the Houle of Ifrael was in by ſo great 
a defeat ; all which concurring, could not 
but make a deep 1impreflion on the hearts of 
David, and the People with him, which 
did ſer them to their Tears anld Prayers, 
both for their own {ins, and perhaps they 
reckoned their arming againſt Sarl one, and 
with thelc they alſo mowned for the Gas of 
Ijrael, praying God to avert his Judgments, 
_ to prevent the miſchief might tollow, and 


ro recover his People from the 3 12nominy of. 


ſo bad a loſs, and in the end to ſertle Dawid 
{o on the Throne of Saul, that their might 
be under his Reign, Juſtice and Truth , 

Plenty and Peace, both at home and abroad. 


This 1s a clear Garg account of the work of | 


thoſe with David in my Text. 

And after this the Application will "Uh 
caſie ; from which I ſhall not digrels by pro- 
ving the lawtulneſs and fitne(s of Anniverſa- 


rics, that bcing {o well done by others, but 


refer my Hearers to Zachary, by w hom we 
tind the People of God faſted during the 
Seventy years of the Captivity,the fifth and 
7th] Month: he alſo mentions theirFaſts of the 
ath & 19 Month; though it 18 plain there are 

no 
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no fach Faſts commanded in the Old Teſta- 
ment; and yet the Prophet is ſo far from 
blaming theſe ſtated returns that he onl 
blames their being formal and regardlels of 
God in them, and g1ves them direCtions 
how they hbald have ordered them. Bur 
 Teaving this unreaſonable Objection, which 
15 made by none but thofe who have the 
chief reaſon to mourn and faſt on this Oc- 
caſion ; IT go next to propoſe what the Na- 
cure and Ends of our Mourning and Faſting 
ſhould be, which I ſhall lay open briefly 1 1 
two Points. 

1. The one'is to mourn before God for 
the guilt of this atrocious Sin, that it any 
of us have been (as was befork laid open ) 
involyed in the guilt, we may waſh off the 
ſtain of this Sin, which is of ſo deep a dye, 
and if we our ſolves be on all accounts clear- 
of it, at leaſt we are to pray for Pardon to. 
thoſe who were guilty, that God may -open 
their eyes, ſo as to conteſs and mourn for 
their ſins; and in this we follow the exam-. 
ple of our Royal Martyr, who looking to 
Jeſus the Author and Finiſher of his Salva- : 
tion, who endured the Crols, deſpiſing the | 
ſhame, and prayed tor his. Enemies, did 


with Patience run the Race {et before him, 
FT. 2 and: 


( 42 ) 
and humbly imitate his King and Saviour 
in pardoning and praying for his Enemies, 
We are allo on our own accounts to pray 
God to deliver the whole Land from this 
guilt, leſt when God ſhall come and make 
inquiſition for this Innocent Blood, we be 
involved'in the common*]Judoments, which 
cannot fall on the Land {1o, bur all concer- 
ned in it muſt bear their ſhare. But we muſt 
not only mourn for this particular Crime, 
' though it be {o foul as to need the expia- 
tion of many Tears and Prayers, but we 
muſt go higher, and look to the firſt be- 
ginnings of the Jate Troubles; and ſee what 
provoked God then to plague us ſo ſadly, 
and whether we have not re-acted thele 
very Abominations which then ſtirred up 
Gods wrath againſt us. I need nor enter 
into a particular enumeration of our ſins 
before the year 40, and compare them with 
theſe that now abound; the compariſon 
would be as invidious as it 15 obyious. Let 


every one then call himſelf to an account, 


how guilty he is of undervaluing Gods mer- 
cies, and the great deliverance he gave to 
his Anointed , and ,by that to his whole 
People; how he abuſes our Peace and Plenty | 
into Licentiouſnels, protanity,and brutal un- 
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governed and avowed impiety ; and how he 
abuſes the protection and ſecurity Law gives 
to Inſolence, Faction and Boldneſs ; how 
he deſpiſes the Goſpel, atfronts Religion, 
and the Worſhip of God, either by an im- 
pious contempt of it, a factions ſeparating 
trom 1t,or a bare formal coming to it, with- 


out any ſerious or deyout conſideration of 


that Majeſty he ſcorns, by a pretended 
drawing near him with his lips, when in his 
heart he 1s far from him. Theſe and a great 
deal more of that nature (with which our 
Conſciences will certainly charge us, if we 
return our thoughts, =: call our ſelves to 
a ſevere account for what is paſt) ought to 
be now mourned for ; otherwiſe the formal 
obſerving theſe Annual Returns does bur 
add to our other fins, and enhance our 
guilt, when we mock God by a pretended 
Mourning and Faſting. 

2. And the only evidence of the Since- 


rity of our Mourning 1s,0ur departing from | 
theſe ſinful courſes which may provoke 


Gods wrath, and from all {editious Inclina- 
tions which may be fewel for new or worſe 
calamities;for we may with good reaſon ap- 
prehend,if the late Wars and other Plagues 
have not taught us to repent of our ſins, and 

_ amend 
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amend our ways, that according to the gra- 
dation we find always uſed in Scriptures, 
when Judgments are denounced, the nexr 
ſhall be much ſadder than any we have ſeen 
or — of. But God is mercitul and graci- 
, flow to anger and ready to forgive, if 
we then to him with all our hearts ; let us 
therefore from the deep ſenſe of our ſins, 
and the juſt apprehenfions of the deſerved 
udgment, turn unfeignedly to God, who 
hath both by the gentler methods of Love, 
and the leverer executions of Judgments 
been calling on us to Repentance ; let us 
throw off our 1mpious and debauching Pra- 
ctices, by which we make war againſt Hea- 
ven, daring God by unparalle'd wicked- 
neſs, and defying him by our unheard-of 
Rautneb againſt him : But do we think to 
prevail againſt God, are we ſtronger than 
he? Can ive reſiſt his [Thunders or his 
Plagues,Fire and Famine ? And though we 
were ſtrong enough to reſiſt the impreſſions 
and injuries of all our Neighbours, yet how 
cafily can God plague us with a Diviſion of 
Hearts,& ſuch disjointed Aﬀections,that as a 
body paralytick we fall to| ruin and miſery 
with our own weight,& without any enemy. 
And tor the avoiding this, next to the 
appealing the Divine diſpleaſure, let us cx- 
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preſs our horrour of this Fact by a conſtant, 
humble'and dutitul Obedience and ] oyalty 
to his Majeſty who now Reigns, and {tudy 
to abſtain from (not only all theſe diſloy al 
and unchriſtian courles, which ended fo tra- 

gically, but even from) the firſt beginnings 
of thele Diſorders, which as ſparks of Go 
blown on by ſome ſeditious Incendiarics, 
did {et us all ina flame; and a ſerious Re- 
view of the late Times, will demonſtrate, 
that the wicked Deligns of thoſe Enemies 
to Monarchy could never have become fo 
ſtrong,it they had not wrought on the more 
innocent,the inconſiderate zcal of lome(who 
afterwards proved both good Subjects and 
faithful Patriots) , who complaining OVer- 
 leverely of ſome Errors. of Government, did 

(though as afterwards it appeared contrary 
to their Deſi igns) give both ſtrength and 
credit to a Faction which did ſoon {cornfully 
didain them, whom at firſt they owned to 
be their leaders. So dangerous 1t 15 to nou- 
riſh Factions, which will quickly paſs all 
Bounds, "This, I hope, will teach all in the 
time to come, how carefully and religiouſly 
they ought to guard againſt the cheriſhin 
of, Diſcontents, or the poſleſling the Sub- 


Jets with Jealoulies ics and Fears, and a con- 
rempt 
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tempt of their Governours, or their Go- 


vernment z and as no man can guard againſt 
any ſin, without he conſider well all theſe 


ſubtle temptations that lead him to it, and 


all the ſmaller and leſs diſcerned, or obſer- 
ved beginnings of it; fo if we truly mourn 
and faſt for the Sin committed this day,we 
muſt conſider and watch againſt all theſe 
lefler and more unheeded Motions, ſealou- 
ſies, Fears, undutiful Diſcourſes and Cenſures, 


which do in{enſibly make way and prepare 


men to'all manner of Sedition and Diſloy- 
alty, at leaſt,ſo weakens their dutitul reſpect 
to Governours, that faint Services are to be 
expected from ſo cold affections. 

But I hope-paſt experience will teach us 
more wifdom, and that this Nation which 
with ſo Religious a zeal deſigns to expiate 
what 1s paſt, will with the ſame care ſtud 
the preventing eyery thing may lead to the 
re-acting theſe ſad Calamities, of whxch we 
have ſtill among us many doletul Remem- 
brances, beſides this day of Mourning and 
Faſting. In which God of his infinite mercy 
grant we may fo repent, that he may deliver 
us from Blood-guiltineſs, and from all other 
Judgments our ſins have moſt juſtly deſerved. 
To this God be Glory tor ever & cver. Amer. 
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R'o mM. 13. 5, 


Wherefore ye muſt neeas be ſubjett, 70t 


only for Wrath, but for Conſcience- 
ſues 


T 1s the great and juſt Glory of our moſt 
[| holy Faith, that it 1s no leſs the Intereſt 
A than the Duty of all men to embrace it, 
and live according to its. Precepts : For if we 
examine either the Complex of the whole Chri- 
ſian Religion in groſs, or the ſeveral parcels 
of it, and the Duties it enjoyns; we muſt conſeſs all 
the Laws of Solm and Lycurgur, of Greece-and 


A Home 


Matth. 7, 
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Romecome infinitely ſhort of the excellent pro- 
viſions it gives for the Peace of Mankind, and 
the Order of Societies : So that it plainly ap- 
pears, the Author of it was a Lover of Men. 
W hat Rule of Juſtice can match that of doing 70 
others what we would have others do to us, which 1s 
ſo home, ſo ealily remembred, and readily ap- 
plied, that no wonder the very Heathens adm1- 


redit 2 But, not content with the {tricteſt ri- 
. gors of Juſtice, our Saviour hath alſo obliged 


us to the ſupererogatings (1f I may ſo ſpeak ) 
of Charity, and hath commanded us to love 


one another as Brethren; nor muſt our bro- 


therly Love be confined within the narrow 
bounds of a Party, but extend it ſelf to all Men 
whom it takes within its Verge, forgiving In- 
juries and loving Enemies. And for the ſecu- 
rity of Order and Government, what means 
are like thoſe our Religion offers ? This is 
even confeſſed by its declared Enemies, who 
charge it as the contrivance of deſigning men 
for ſecuring their Power and Authority ; and 


 indeedall the Arts of Stateſmen, the Cunnings 


of Policy, the Cloſeneſs of Councils, the Exact- 
neſs of Intelligence, the ſtrength of Armies or 
Navies, the ſtrictneſs of Guards, regular Forti- 
fcations, great Treaſures and vaſt Magazines, 
are but Ineffectual Means, compared to this 
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which Religion offers for the ſecurity of a 


State, by ſetting up Cofiſcience as a Sentinel 
to watch in every man's Breaſt, that ſhall not 
let paſs through it one thought contrary to the 
Peace of the Society. Wiſe Stateſmen hold it 
for a Maxim, That, the chief ſecurity of a So- 
vereign 151n his being Maſter of the Hearts and 
Afﬀections of his Subjects, which will draw 
with them their Hands and Purſes as need ſhal! 
require. But Mankind being 1ſo ſubje& to a 
variety of Paſſions, which by an unruly vicifſi- 
tude poſſeſs the Minds, eſpecially of the giddy 
multitude, there can be no aſſurance in this, 
unleſs ſomewhat that is more fixed and better 
grounded, tye ſubjects to the Duty they owe 
the Sovereign Power, And therefore thoſe 
who have attempted God and deligned to dil- 
charge Men of the ſenſe of a Deity, or the ap- 
prehenſtons of another Life, are the greateſt 
Enemies to Authority: Their Bloud and 
Extraction may perhaps entitle them to Ho- 
nour and a high Quality, but their Maxims 
deſtroy all Honour, and would quickly bring 


on a levelling of all Qualities. He were, by 


the confeſſion of all, highly criminal, who 


would queition the King's Title tothe Crown, 
or offer to void his Right ; and yet this is the 
Crime ofthoſe Inſulting HeQors: For if there 
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be no God, then that Sacred and Royal Re- 
putation of Sovereign Power, which Princes 
derive from him, whois the Original of it, by 
whom Kings Reign, is out of doors : This levels 
the Prince with the Subjet, and gives the 
Uſurper as gooda Title as the lawful Sovereign 
can claim. | 

I ſhallnot now engagein a long difcourſe of 
Policy, nor examine the Origmal of Power, 


nor the Meaſures and Limits of it, nor the Na- 


ture and Extent of the Subjetion we owe 
Authority; muchleſs run outin a long Digrel- 
ſion.of the Obligation. of Conſcience : but (hall 
lmit my Diſcourſe to one ſingle point, That 
Conſcience 1s the great ſecurityof a State, the - 
Spring of Obedience, and the ſure baſis of 
Submiſſion. Andin opening up this I ſhall, 

1. Shew that Conſcience doth choak and 
ifle. the occaſions and cauſes of Commotions 
in their firſt Conceptions. | 

2. Thatit drives the ſenſe of. Duty and the 
obligation to Obedience deeper on our Minds 
than any other conlideration whatſoever. 

3- That it gives the firongelt Arguments 
for. convincing our Reaſon, and the moſt en- 
gaping Motives for prevailing on our Aﬀecti. 
ons, to pay the Duties of SubjeRion to thoſe 
God hath ſet over us. And, 
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4: I ſhall encounter and put” out of the way 
a formidable Objeftion, which may offer it 
ſelf in prejudice of what I am to deliver. 

For the firſt; it 1s certain, that as the great 
Diſeaſes of our Bodies are not ſo muchthe EFf- 
fects of outward Accidents as of bad Humours, 
to which a criſis may be given by ſome foreign 
Impreſſion, which may put them 10a ferment, 
and fo endanger our Health : TFhus the dt- 
itempers ofthe Body Politick owe their begin- 
. nings and growth to ſome ill Humours in it, 
_ and thereal Cauſes of Commotions are ſeldom 
the ſame with theſe that are pretended for train- 
ing in and engaging a Multitude; for, from 
whence come wars and fightings among us, but from *1:9-4-%. 
our luſts that war in our members ? T (hall therefore 
 con(ider ſome of thoſe Luſts and diſtempered 
Afﬀections from which Commotions may ariſe, 
that I may ſhew- how Religion, and it only, 
can ſecure Government from their bad Effects: 
Time will not allow me to make good all I am 
to ſay from Hiſtory; but thoſe who know 
Mankind will ealtly ſee the dependence of theſe 
Effects from the Cauſes I goto name, and ſuch 
as have read Hiſtory will find the Conhrma- 2 
tion of it ſo clear, that I may well be excuſed 
the labour of adducing particular- proofs-in ſo 
plain a cafe. - 
1; But. 
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through all Degrees; and perhaps when they 


-7. But to ſtand no longer on Generals : 
One great occalzion. of Commotions is an un- 
bounded and aſpiring Ambition which makes 
many ſwell big in their own conceit, and they 
meaſuring themſelves by what they appear in 
the glaſs of their own inchanted Imagmation, 
which both multiplies and magnihees all that 1s 
eminent in them, expect that all the World 
ſhould court them with the ſame admiration 
which they pay themſelves. Now it is a hard: 
thing to ſatisfie the pretenſ10ns of all theſe lofty 
Aſpirers, nor can any State be able to gratifie 


them all ; ſince nothing falls, to which many {e- 


veral Competitors do not put inaclaim: And 
though there be many Corrivals, only one car- | 
ries the prize, the reſt being all big with a good 
opinion of themſelves, and provoked at the 
unjuſt preference, as they imagine it, do upon 
that think how to make themſelves conſiderable 


at their colt, who they judge conlider them 
| toolittle, and ſet up for ſome pretence to draw 


a Party, and make a Faction. | But thoſe 
mighty men 1n their own concetts are not at 
quiet when they have gained what they did at 


firſt pretend to, as that which would termi- 
. nate their ambition, but make uſe of it as a ſtep 


to mount them higher; and thus creep up 


are 


(7) 4 
are as high as can conſiſt with the character of 
a Subject, do not. reſt there, but when they 
are become firſt Miniſters, will next deſign to Tie cal 
juſtle their Maſter from his Throne. For Am- Duke of 
bition is as the Grave unſatisfied, but ever Hemthc 
ſays, Give, give. This being ſo great an evil, time. 
let us ſee what curb can be found for ſtoppin 

its career. It will ſoon appear, that all the Arts 

of Government cannot do it; Religion 1s that 

| alone which teaches us to diſcharge our ſelves 

of this Tympany, whole {wellings are ſo incu- 

rable. Our Saviour hath commanded us #9 $.Math, 
learn of him, who was lowly in heart ; his Apoſtles *** 
charge us, That in lowlineſs of mind we eſteem others Ph\.2.3 
better than our ſelves, That we humble our ſelves inthe 15. Pe.5. 
ſight of God, and be clahed with humility as with a F 
garment. And indeed this bleſſed Doctrine 

does no ſooner prevail on us, but it changes 

that blind value and fondneſs we have for our 

ſelves, into a profound unaffected Humility, 

that repreſents our Faults and Defects as clear 

to us, as our former Vanity did our ſuppoſed 
Excellencies; and inſtead of valt towerings, 

brings us under great Contrition, deep Self- 

denial, and an humble miſtruſt of our ſelves ; 

and thus Conſcience obliges us to be ſubject, 

by ſetting out of the way this great provocation 

to diſorder. 1208? 

' 2. Anotyer 
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'2, Another- Cauſe to which not. a few of 


'the-Diſtempers of Societies owe their Riſe and 
. -Growth, 1s the hearand fury of mens Paſſions, 


which being once kindled by their pride, and 


blown on by many outward accidents, at 
length become ſo herce and violent, -that no 


Banks can rehilt their torrent, but they ſwee 

all before them. Some are born under the d1{- 
advantage of ill Nature and a Cholerick Diſpo- 
litton; and if theſe meet any provocation 
( which muſt needs fall out often; for as a ten- 


der Body doth ſoon feel pain, ſoanill diſpoſed 


Mind is quickly diſquieted ) their heated Spi- 
ritsare all ina Fever, and they either ſwell with 
Rage, fret with Envy, or boil with Re- 
venge : And thus are their thoughts ſet to 
work, how to drudge happily under the ſevere 
bondage of their tyrannical Paſſions. One per- 
haps to be revenged on ſome triamphing Fa- 
vorite, whom he can overtake no ealier way, 
will be ready to drive all to confuſion, tocom- 
ply with his diſquieting Malice: Another that 


15not ſo much in bondage himſelf to thoſe 1ll- 


natured Paſſions, yet being captivated with the 
Charms of a fair, but imperious and ſpiteful 
Miſtreſs, muſt give himſelf up as the mſtru- 
ment of all her i]| Nature, and, being diſtracted 
with the extravagant Notions of Knight- 


' 
; - 
| . , *% ; 


Be. 
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errantry, thinks himſelf bravely gallant, when 
he has ſacrificed all things to her wicked Reſent- 
ments. Private Animoſities are known to 
have had a larger ſhare in publick diſtempers, 
than any will willingly own; and this muſt 
needs be fo-{till, if there be no aſſured means 
for qualifying the heat, and tempering the Pal- 
{tons of Men : For no Government can. be ſo 
well ballanced, but that many will find them- 
| felvesaggrieved by it, or by thoſe who ma- 
rage it; and if upon theſe irritations we ask 
counlei at our blinded and miſled Paſſions, we 
may be well aſſured they will ever drive usinto 
all the exceſſes of Fury and Confuſion. How 
excellent then muſt this Divine Diſcipline be, 
which tames + the wildneſs, and ſmooths the 
roughneſs of our unpolſhed Natures, teaching 


iS 
us to pnt off wrath, anger, malice, blaſphemy, an 


evil communication out of our months ; and, mitead Co..3.3. 


of thoſe, moulds us into a Divine temper, like 


our meek Maſter, obliging us to forbear one ano- Ca. 3 13, 


ther, and forgive one ancther, as he has dine us; For 
that Divine Wiſdom which |he taught the 


World, # firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle and eaſie $Jum'3 


to be entreated. Tt no ſooner gets into our 
breaſts, but it dulcifies our Choler, qualifies 
the bitterneſs of our Gall, and gives us the poſl- 
ſeſſion of our Minds, out of which nothing 

B | -}|- an 
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can turn us; and transforms us'from that .rave- 
nous Temper into a.Dove-likeidiſpolition, and, 
inſtead of theſe boiling thoughts, which do fer- 
ment, gives the quiet ferenities ofa good Con- 
ſcience and fervent Charity ; ſo that we areno 
more Sons of Thunder, but Children of Love, 
and do -no more bluſter out in Paſſion, but 
from the Calm of a cool Spirit do breathe out 
ſoft and gentle Aﬀections : And if of a ſudden 
aſtorm ariſe within us, our Conſciences will 
at once both arraign, condemn and kill theſe 
Paſſions that raiſe it, and thusteacheth us to be 
ſubjet, by deſtroying theſe paſſions that do 
both marre our own Quiet, and endanger the 

Publick Peace. | 
3- Another Occaſion that hath engaged 
many into ſeditious Courſes, hath been. the 
narrownels of their Fortunes ; to which they, 
not under{tanding the Philoſophy of contract- 
ing their deſires, which 1s the fafer and ealter 
courſe, {tudied by all means whatſoever to en- 
large them ſoas to fatisfie the Vanities and Pro- 
digalities of an undiſcreet Expence. As the 
turbulent Youth of Athens adviſed his Uncle, 
finding him bukied to prepare his accounts, ra- 
ther to tudy how. to make.none at all. Thoſe 
people think they drivea ſure Trade, for they 
can loſe little, and may -gain much; therefore 
| | _ are 
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are ready-toembark in the: molt deſperate De- 


ſigns, hoping to fiſh! ſome: advantage from 


troubled waters. Their Small Fortunes joyn- 
ed with'their gaping deſires, are ever ſetting a 


new edge on their ulcerated Sg pirits, and none 


are ſo furious as theſe, who pinched with want 


and cold, and armed by deſpair, muſt door * 


die: If the ordinary Courſe of Law and Ju- 
{tice go on, they are undone; but the difor- 
dering theſe, does both reprieve them from 
ruine, and feed them with ſome -hopes. Now 
no treaſure can an{wer the demands of all rave- 
nous devourers, who cannot dig, and are aſhamed 
to beg; nor can the greateſt cxa&tneſs of care 
reach every Individual” of a State, or oblige 


them to an EXPENce proportioned to their For- - 


tune, much leſs to limit their delires to it; but 


{till there be many Prodigals, who out-run 


themſelves; and thoſe are often men of brisk 
Tempers and ungoverned Appetites: In what 
diſorder then mui(t Government be, if this can- 
not be repreſſed ? Perhaps in an evener Tract 


of Peace and Plenty, when Order and Autho- - 


rity maintain their Reputation, ſuch diflolute 
waſters of their Fortunes cannot prove ſo conl1- 
derable, as to dilturb' the Peace of a Nation : 
But all: States are ſubjet to Accidents that 
weaken them, and the Cenfſures of an unruly: 

. 1: Bs ;| 1 ann 
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multitude will often blaſt the Reputation of the 
beſt Government. And at ſome ſuch difad- 


vantage theſe untoward Male-contents may 


catch an opportunity of. doing much miſchief ; 
how great a happineſs then is it to any Nation 
to embrace and obey. that Religion which 
teaches us, Not to take thought what we ſhall eat, 
drink, or put on; that disbands the folicitudes 
about to morrow, and the anxious cares that 
oppreſs weaker minds; our holy Faith teach- 


| ing us, that we are pilgrims on Earth, as all our Fa- 


thers were, calls up our thoughts above. the de- 
preſſions of ſenſe, to feed our ſelves with the 


aſſured hopes-of approaching Glory and Hap- 


pineſs1n another ſtate, which does fo entirely 
{wallow up the ſenſe of any preſent Trouble,. 


that it leaves no other imprefſion-on us, but to. 
- make us long to be gone beyond theſe ſhadows 


of Mortality and falſe appearances of Happi- 
neſs, which do now impoſe on our bewitched 
minds, and ſeduce us into a thouſand Errors 
and Follies. And thus again we ſee how Con- 
ſcience [tiifles the very fir{t motions of diſorder, 
and teaches us tobe ſubject. 

4. A fourth Occalton of diſorder, isa bulic 
medling Temper, that cannot contain its ſelf 
within its own Limits and Sphere, but will en- 
oagein things beyond its underſtanding, and. 


above 
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above its reach : - Some: cannot ſtay at home 
and do their own buſineſs, but muſt ramble 
abroad, and infinuate themſelves on all Afﬀairs 
and Company, andareever gaping for ſome 
change, hoping it may make way for their ap- 
pearing in another hgure : Theſe are ever 
ſuckingin1ll Reports, which they are fure to 
belch up again in all Companies, not without 
additions. They delight to aſperle Gover- 
nours and G ovine. aud either to find or 
make- faults in every thing that 1s done, and a 
volatile unfixedneſs of diſpolition makes them 
weary of eltabliſhed Laws and Cuſtoms, and 
gape for Changes through a fond affeRation of 
Novelty. Now theſe Vermine creeping into 
all Companies, mult certainly weaken the 
Nerves and Sinews of Government : and moſt 
attempts for repreſling this humour make it 
boil with the greater vehemence : But, as the 
Wiſeman inſtructed usof old, To fear God, and 
honour the King, and not to meddle with thoſe that were 25. 


given to change ;, and not to fay, Why were the for- fccleſ.7. 


mer days better than theſe, for we donut enquire wiſely © 
concerning that matter ; Ho the dodtrine of the 
Goſpel "commands every man, To do his own-bu- \, 


fineſs, to ſlay at. home, not to be a buſie-body, IP 4s- 


medadle in other mens affairs, but to pay tribwe 10 whom 
zribute is due; fear, to whom fear ; and honour, to 
whom: 


Rom.13.7 
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10 whom hour is due. Thele being the Rules. of 


Religion, Lmay appeal all the World toſhew 
anything can ſoſettle Order and Authority, as 
this which guards againſt the firſt appearances 
of Clouds and Storms. # | 
But as Conſcience doth meet the earlieſt be- 
g1nnings of diſorders in their ' leſs diſcernible 
and more plauſible colours, ſo it ties a man to 


that ſevere conduct of himſelf, that he cannot 


embark in Deligns which mult be managed: 
with ſo much fraud and diffimulation, as the 
contrivers of wicked courſes mult needs carry 
along with them in all their practices : Pre- - 
tending the highelt reſpe&t, when they mean 


worſt, lying, and forſwearing, and ſometimes 


. allaſſinating, as it may ſerve- their ends, and 


never meaning what they ſay, nor faying,what 


[. they mean, but ſhuffling and warping as In- 


terelt carries them, Nor can wicked Projects 
appear at frit barefaced, leſt they ſhould be 
entertained with horrour by all to whom they 
are propoſed, but muſt go. masked, till they 
be ſo itrong, as to dare to throw off the dif- 


guiſe: Nay, Religion: will: be. perhaps called 


in to-ſervea turn; and Scriptures wreſted toa 


favourable conſtruttion.; all this. baſe and foul 
dealing will ſo wound a tender and lincere 
«Conſcience, that itwill ether contract a hard- 


neſs 
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nefs and callus, and :become proof againſt all 
theſe awakenings ; or pull a.man aut of theſe 
baſe Courſes that mult be carried on by fo bad 
Methods; for there is nothing ſo candid as 
Conſcience, and therefore S. Paul.chargeth us 


not to lye one to another, ſince we have af off the old ©9l.3:9. 


man with his deeds, and have put on the new man ; 
for he that does all things as 1n the ſight of God, 
can do nothing that he fears ſhould be ſeen or 
knownof men. And thus I haye diſpatched 
the Firſt. part of my Deſign, that Conſcience 
obliges us to SubjeQion, by relifting all the 
firſt Motions that lead to Diſorder or Confu- 
{ion. | 
2. Nor does 1t only put out of the way thoſe 
dangerous Stumbling-blocks, but it drives the 
ſenſe of Duty deep into our Minds. Law and 
Government can only watch over the Actions 
and Words of Subjects, but -can neither diſco- 
_ ver norover-ruletheir Thoughts, whicha cau- 
tious man wrapping up within himſelf can re- 
 ferveto a fit opportunity ; but Conſcience in- 
ſinuates the Duty.we owe the Sovereign. Pow- 
er upon our ſecreteſt. thoughts; and Religion. 


obliges us not ro curſe the King in our thoughts ; and «_ 


has made the Duty we pay Authority .a. part of | 
its ſelf, and of theſe returns of the holy-Fear and 
humble Obedience, we-owe the great King 


of 


(16) | | 
-of Kings. Butthis muſt not be fo far carried, 
as1fthoſe who are velted with the Sovereign 
Power, had Authority to command us to em- 
brace whatever Religion they enjoyn, accord- 
ing to the peſtiferons ſpawn of that Infernal ' 
Leviathan, who by this Aſſertion doth at once 


deſtroy both Religion and Government. ' For 
that baſe Flatterer of Princes, pretendin 
'ofter them more than was due to them, hath 
{truck at the Root of their Authority, andat 


o to 


once robbed them of all their Rights: For we 
are either bound to obey the-Sovereign by ſome 
obligation the Law of God brings on us, or 
not ; If not, then all the Sacrednels of Autho- 
rity 1s gone, and the Prince has nothing but 
Force to maintain his Right, and every Ulurp- 
er that Maſters him ſhall have a better Right, 
by how much more Power he has to {trengthen 
his ambitious Pretenſions. But if we be bound 
by the Laws of God to obey the Supreme 
Power, then theſe. Laws had a pri Title to 
our Obedience, and infer the Duties of Sub- 
jets a3 a particular Effect of their: Doctrine : 
T herefore theſe Laws having the firſt Right to 
our Obecience mult ob1ge us. Nor can we 
be allowed to pick out that one, of obeying the 
Magiltrate, and leave the reſt behind us ; for all 
the Laws of God being enacted by the ſame 

Authority 


i FI 
Authority muſt equally bind us ; and as node- 
puted Magiſtrate can void the Laws of the Su- 
preme Power, ſo neither can Princes void the 
Laws of God without ſopping the Foundati- 
ons of their own Authority. But none of 
theſe magnifyings of Magiſtracy are neceſſary 
to make it great; it being by God himſelf ex- 
alted to ſo culminating a height, and the ren- 
dringto God the things that are God's, does 
not prejudice Ceſar in the things that are Caeſar's: 

But Religion ingages us to ſo full an Obedi- 
ence to the Laws, that our violating them, 
when they contradi no Command of God's, 
makes us guilty in his ſight ; and though we 
diſguiſe what we do with ſo much cunning, 
that the Secular Power can fix no Cenſure on 
us, yet our Conſciences will accuſe us before 
God for thoſe ſecret Tranſgrefſions which no 
humane Care can diſcover, There isa Tribu- 

nal ſet up by God for the Magiſtrate in all our 
Breaſts, which will paſs Sentence ſeverely, 

and not be put off by the tricks of Law, the 
boldneſs of Denials, the cunning of Excuſes, or 
any other Arts that may impoſe upon, or abuſe 
ſuch Judges, who muſt proceed upon clear 
evidence, and not on dubious conjectures : 

| But when a man 1sretired inward, and his Con- 

ſcience takes him to task, then all theſe viſors 
"0 arc 
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' are pulled off, and he mult needs appear mthe 


foul colours of guilt. Another Method: by 
which Conſcience binds on us the ſenſe of Duty 
and Subjection to thoſe ſet over us, 1s the Ob- 
ligation to pray for them, according to that 
great Rubrick of Prayer S. Paul gives, I exhort 


. therefore that firſt of all ſupplications, prayers, inter- 


ceſſions, and ging o thanks be made for all men, for 
Kumgs and all that are in amthority, that we may lead.a 
quiet and peaceable liſe in all godlineſs and honeſly : 
which whoſoever is a Chriltian muſt needs ob- 
ſerve. This then mult every day awaken and 
keep alive the ſenſe of Duty to thoſe over us, 
ſo that if we have been prevailed on to unduti- 


 fulcourſes, when we retire to our Devotions, 


this mult certainly open oureyes to diſcern and 
repent of our faults; for if we pray, and a&t 
contradictions, then we either mock God, by 
praying for that we do not defire, and which 
we ud y to deltroy ; or we act moſt impioully 
in oppolition to that we judge our ſelves bound 


. toprayfor : And every man, whole Conlſct- 


ence1snot ſtrangely _P will ſoon diſcover 


_ this double dealing in himſelf, if he pray againſt 


what heacts, and be acting againſt his Prayers. 
Thus it appears, that Conſcience brings the 
ſenſe of our Duty to the Sovereign Power nea- 
rer us, and to cloſer conflicts with our daily 

og tan ins p66 | |  llarwe, 
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thoughts, and forceth upon us a frequent re- 
view of them. Nor1s this a blind and brutiſh 
Subjetion to which Conſcience ties us, but it 
binds it on us with the fulleit evidence of Rea- 
fon. | | 
3. And thisis the third Particular, to which 

my Deſ1gn now leads me, wherein I am to lay 

out thoſe Arguments that Conſcience and the 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity offer for this Sub- 
jection we mult pay the Magiſtrates, I ſhall 

not meddle with thoſe Reaſons that may be 
drawn from the. Rules of Humane Policy, the 
Nature of Societies, the Origine and Ends of 
Magiltracy, but ſhall confine my Diſcourle to 

thoſe which natural and revealed Religion do 

offer for obliging us to Subjection to the higher 
Powers. 

1. And hit of all, weare taught that theſe 

Powers are of God, that they are the Ordinance 
of God, his Deputies, Miniſters and V icege- aan 
rents, That bave the Sword of Juſtice put in their 
hands by him, for the puniſhment of evil doers, and 
the encouragement of thoſe that do well ; and he him- 
{elf hath ſaid, They are Gods, a ſtrain of ſpeech, Pal.82.s, 
that, it Divine Authority did not warrant it, 
would paſs for impudent and blaſphemous 
Flattery: Though then the Powers that are 
over us be clothed with our Natures; and are 


C 2 _ | | bj 
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ſubjeR to like Paſſions and Infirmities with us, 
' andlive and die like men, yet for all that we 
muſt look on them as Sacred and Divine by 


[| their Character. The ſevere Reſpect that 


|| Confcicnce enjoyns us to pay Authority ap- 


pears in the Inſtance of Dazid, who, though 

purſued by Saul with all the violence and in- 

juitice of Opprefhon and Cruelty, yet when 

he had him in his hands, and offered him the 

+ $am-24- fall affront of cutting off the hem of his garment, 

#3" his heart ſmote him for it : This was a Character of 

a man according to God's heart, Deputed Pow- 

ers are only accountable to thoſe from whom 

they derive their Authority; fo the higher ' 

Powers, being —_— by God, mult indeed 

render to him a ſevere account of their admi- 

niltration, but not to others; we are therefore 

= x8.ver2. $0 obey them for the Lords ſake, and to be. ſubjef 10 
F them for Conſcience-ſake. + | 

2. Another conlideration that obligeth to 

Subjetion, which Religion offers, is the {tea- 

dy and firm belief of the Government of the 

World, by that Unerring Providence that 

wiſely maintains that great Fabrick and vaſt 

Frameof Beings, which it ſelf raiſed out of no- 

| thing. We are apt upon the fir{t appearan- 

ces of things to judge raſhly, even before we 

have ſeen. all the ſides and ſecrets of humane 


| _- Cour 
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Counſels, which would often alter our 
\ thoughts very much from our over-forward 
udgments: But the: ſecrets of the Divine 
Counſels lie hid from all the living, and yet the 
long experience which the Oeconomy of the 
W orld offers us, may juſtly convince us, that 
weare not to pals fentence haſtily, and that of- 
ten thoſe things which did look molt cloudy, 

and threatned fome diſmal Conſequences, did 
by the ſecret Governings of that Supreme 
Mind, produce Effects very different from 
thoſe that not without great probabilities were 
feared: This therefore mult clear the Melan- 
choly of our diſcouraged and dejected minds, 
and diſſipate thoſe thick miſts of fears and jea- 


loulies which might otherwiſe damp and dif- -— 


hearten us. He that gave the Laws to Day and 
Night, and can reverſe theſe when he will; 
that taught the whole Frame of Nature:thoſe 
Motions they obſerve, and yet can force the 
Sun both to ſtop and to give ground when he 
will ; and can make the A to riſe up in hulls, 
is able to extricate the darkeſt and moſt invol- 


| ved' Ravelings of Second: Cauſes: -We are 


| therefore ſecure, knowing, That all things work Row.8.28 


zogether for good to them that Iove God, behevin 
that his Providence watcheth over his Church, and all 
that truſt in him, ſo that not a hair of their head falls 
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- to the ground without his care, and that he hath given 
- bis Angels charge to encamp ahout and Miniſter to the 


heirs of Salvation; and this may well ſuperſede 


_ our fears, and throw off the anxieties of all 


perplexing thoughts, and compole our minds 
to an humble Subjection to thoſe God hath 
brought us under. I know ſome may think I 


| plead here the {tupidity of Fate, which mult 


needs diſhearten and {lacken all good Intentions 


_ and Defigns ; but weare to conſider the Order 


God hath fixed in the Government of the 


"World, and the particular {tation wherein he 
hath placed and poſted us, out of which we are 
not to {tir on the pretence of heroical excitati- | 


ons ; which, when examined, will be found 


the heatsof a warm Fancy, or the {wellings of 


an elevated Mind that diltruſt the Providence 
of God, as if he were, not able to compals his 


_deligns, and therefore he mult {tretch out 


his hands to help him, labouring under too 


.greata load; which 1s indeed the language of 

all thoſe who pretending zeal for his Service, 
 doſtep out of their ſtation, and meddle with 
matters that are too high for them. The fate 

.of Uzzahſhould have taught us both more W1l- 

. .. dom and Religion, who ſeeing the Ark of God 
25am.s 5 ſhake, .and conſidering how diſmal an Omen 
:the. overturning that ſacred Repolitory had 


been, 


_ (33) 
been, and how diſgraceful and impious it * 
would be to ſee thoſe precious Symbols of the 
Divine Preſence laid m the duſt ; and, not re- 
membring that none but the Family of Aaron 
mighttouch thoſe holy Myſteries, put out his 
hand to hold them, but was {truck dead on the 
Dlace, We are rather to look on and adore 
the hidden Traces and Methods of the Divine 
Counſels, and patiently to wait for that Iflue 
of things, which notwithſtanding of all the dil- 
orders may at any time appear in humane ak" 
- fairs, the Eternal Wiſdom of that Architectoni- 
cal Mind will in due time bring forth, and in 
the mean while reſt ſatished in all he does, com- 
mending things in our prayers to him, and do- 
ingevery thing that befits our Condition for 
| preſerving Peace, Order and Religion, but - 
going no further, for the wrath of man doth not SJam.r. 
work out the righteouſneſsof God. And thus Con-. 
ſcience, fixing our Subyection on the unſhaken | 
baſis of our Faith and Conhdence in God, binds - 
. us by the ſtrongeſt Ties to our Duty. 

3. A third Argument Conſcience offers to - 
oblige us to be ſubject and quiet, 1s the fervent 
and extended Charity it polleſſethus with to all | 
| Mankind, which muſt needs hold us from en- - 
aging in courſes that will prove deſtructiveto +: 


a great part of it : Where we conlider what - 
| the. 


(24) 
-the miſchiefs of Rebellion avd Civil War are, 
what Diſſolution of Government and Confuſi- 
on of Juſtice it bringsafterit, how much Bloud 
and Rapine, Oppreſfſion, Plunder and. Pro- 
fanation of the moſt Sacred things, are the cer- 
tain Eflects of Commotions, if they be long-l1- 
ved, what Lover of Mankind or Perſon truly 
.charitable will engage in courſes ſoblack, whole 
Cataſtrophe may prove fo tragical, and run far 
beyond what was at firſt deligned,and produce 
Effects far more miſchievous than thoſe that 
were complained of ? How many diſpeopled 
Cities, depopulated and burnt Villages ; what 


Fears of Widows and Orphans, and of Aged 


Perſons bereft of their Children, who were the 
comfort and ſupport of their Age muſt follow 
on ſuch courſes, when the fields are covered 
with the Carkaſes of the dead, and the Scaf- 
' folds ſmoak with: the bloud of Innocents, and 
that not only with common Gore, but Royal 
and Sacred Bloud * A pathetick and florid 
Eloquence could eaſily manage this Theme 
with thoſe advantages, as to raiſe horror in all 
at Courſes ſo barbarous and unchriſtian, which 
the common Sentiments of Humanity will 
make thoſe of ſofter and relenting Tempers 
hate, much more the meek and peaceable Chri- 
itrians. Andthat theſe are not the Melancholy 
repreſen- 


(25) 
repreſentations of a troubled Fancy, alittle Re- 
flexion on what we have ſeen and known, and 
a penetrating proſpect into what may be before 
us will ealily make out to all conlidering 
Minds : Therefore ſtrong and fervent Charity 
to Mankind will prove a certain curb to repreſs 
new attempts at thoſe diſorders, the Efte&s 


whereof are not yet old, nor out of mind. 


And here agam {Conſcienceobliges us to be ſub- 
ject. | 

4. The laſt Conſideration which I ſhall 
propoſe, by which, Conſcience binds us to 
Subjection, i the Praflice-and Example of our great 
Maſter, who Was made perfet? through ſufferings , Mb.2.19. 
the whole courſe of his Life was a perpetual 
Tract of doing good and bearing ill; he paid 
the Tribute, when demanded,and charged the 
Jews to render to Caſar the things that were Caſars : $Mauh, 
And when he was to lay down his life for us, **** 
he ſubmitted himſelt patiently, not only to the 
will of bis Heavenly Father, but to the Civil 
Powers which then gvverned in Judza: 
Though he, as the Heir of all things, might 
have claimed the Empires of the World as his 
Right, yet lince he humbled himſelf fo as tobe 
born in the low character of a Subjet, hein 
that, as 1n all other things, became a perfect 
Pattern to us ofall Righteouſneſs, When the 


D _ accurſed 


S.Matth, 
26.5. 
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accurſed Band came out. againſt him, though 
hecould have brought down Legions of An- 
els for his relief, yet he not only ſubmitted 
himſelf to them, but both rejected and repro- 
ved S. Peter's too forward zeal, and told him, 


T hat ſuch as drew the ſword ſhould periſh by the 


ſword; and when the 1l|-guided tervour of that 


oreat Apoſtle had milled him to the exceſs of 


{miting with the Sword, our Saviour exprelled | 


his diſpleaſure at it, by his miraculous piecing 


the Ear again with the maimed Head. And 


when he was accuſed to Pilate of being an Ene- 


. S.John 18. 
36, 


my to Ceſar, and pretending to ſet up another 
Kingdom, he did in the plaineſt ſtile was poſ- 
ſible condemn all prafifings againſt Government up- 
on pretence of Religion, by ſaying, My Kingdom is not 
of this world; if my Kingdom were of why world, then 
would my ſervants fight, that I ſhould not be delivered 


to the Jews, but now is my Kingdom not from hence : 


| This doth ſo expreſly diſcharge all buſling and 


hghting on the pretence of Religion, that we 
mult exther ſet up for another Goſpel, or utter- 
ly reject what 1s ſo formally condemned by the 
Authorof this we profeſs to believe. And ne- 
ver Cauſe of Religion was of fo great concern, 
as the preſerving the Head and Author of it, 
whom with equal mixtures of Injuſtice and Vio- 
lence his enraged Enemies-were againſt all co- 

Toure 
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lours of Equity, and contrary to Law and Reli- 
gion, dragging to that death, which, though 
it proved the happieſt thing to Mankind, yet 
on their part who acted it, was the fouleſt 
Crime the Sun ever ſaw. 

The bleſſed Apoitles followed their Maſters 
{teps 11 this, as 1n all other things ; and there- 
fore having learned of our Saviour that lefion 
of bearing the Croſs, and ſuftcring patiently, 
when Injuſtly perſecuted, counted it their glo- 
ry to be conformable to him in his ſufferings; 
and indeed, if we examinethe Natureand De- 
{1gnof that holy Religion our Saviour delive- 
red, we will hnd nothing more atametrically 
oppoliteto all its Rules, than the diſtempered 
fury of theſe miſguided Zealots, who being car- 
rizdon by the fierceneſs of their Ungoverned 
Paſſions, have, upon colours of Religion, hl- 
led the World with Bloud and Confulton. 
Otherwiſe does S. Pau! teach the Romans in this 
Chapter, though then groaning under the ſe- 
verelt rigours of Bondage and Tyranny ; and 
Sd. Peter doth at full length once and again call <p 
on ail Chriſtians to prepare for ſufferings, and Men, 
to bear them patiently ; and though the bon- 15.15, 17. 
dage ofthe ſlaves was heavy and highly contra- © 
ry to all the freedoms of the humane Nature, 
yet he exhorts them to bear the ſeverities, ever 
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of their ſroward and unjuſt Maſters, with this Ar- 
gument, That Chriſt ſuffered for them, leaving them 
an example, that they ſhould follow his Sieps, From 
theſe unerring Practiſes and Precepts mult all 
true Chriſtians take the meaſures of their Acti- 
ons, and the Rules of their Life: And wdced ' 
the frit Converts to Chrittianity embraced the 
Croſs, and borc1t not only with Paticnce, but 
Joy; and as long as Chriftianity continutd 
pure and unallazed, this DoEtrine of patient 
ſuflering was not only a big and empty boalt; 
but gave proofs of its Reality, by the uncxem- 
pled Patience and Suflcringsof the Chriſtians 
in aſuccefſion of Three Ages and Ten Pcrſe- 
cutions. Theſcblefled Witnellics of our Faith 
were burning and ſhining Lights, as well by 
the Purity of their Lives, as by the Stakes and 
Flames of their Martyrdom. Nero unpalled 
them, and clothing them with Pitch-coats, 
mace burn them as Torches in the night ; but 
thele Fires ſcattered the darkneſs of that Night 
of Idolatry in which F.me lay buried, and both 


enhghtned and inflamed many that lay freezing 
in darkneſs. It was the aftoniſhment of the 
World to {ce ſuch numbers of all Ages, Sexes, 
and Qualities, with that alacrity and chearſul.- 
nels of Submiſſion, offer up their Lives for the 
Faith; and neither the Cruelty of their unre- 
Ss. =_—_ Lan? ap rt 
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lenting Perſecutors, nor the continued Trac 
oftheir Miſeries, which did not end but with- 
their days, prevailed on them either to renounce 
the Faith, or do that which 1s next degree to it, 
throw oft the Croſs, and betake themſelves to 
{editions Practices for their preſers ation, but 
continued itedfait both in their Faith and Pati- 
ence, by which they imherited the /Promiles. 
Nor was Chrittanity endamaged by/a'l that fa- 
ry; on the contrary, the Bloud of the Martyrs 
was the Good of the Charch, whole Field 3 beg 
thus fatned, did ſpring up thirty, {txty and a 
kundred fold ; Cork ſor every new barvelit of 
a perſecution, there was a plentiful crop of 
Chriſtian Aled there 1s no;reaſon to think 
thele Mleſled Martyrs endured all their ſuffer- 


ings, conſtrained by neceſſity, becauſe they-. 


could do do noother ; for as we find 1n the 1n- 

{ſpired Hiſtory, that at two Sermons there were 

Eight thouſand Converts,” ſo Profane as well. 

as Eccletialtical Writers aſſure us, thenumbers 

of the Chriſtians became very ſoon lo vaſt, that 

nothing but the C onſcience of the Duty they 

owed the Supreme Powers obliged them to be 

ſubject. Pliny, who hved a hundred Years after: Lib.1s, 
our Saviour wrote to Trajan, That ji Pontus and £297: 

Bithynia there were great numbers of Chriſtians of all 


Ranks both in Cities and Vi illages, ſothat the T, eniples | 


of, 


| (30) 
of their Gods were by the prevailing Growth of Chriſli- 
anity, left deſolate. A little after him Marcus Au- 
 relius had a Legion. of Chriſtians in his Army, 
. of whom he gives this Character in his Edict, 
That they carried God in their Conſciences ; and when 
there were ſo many in the Army, we may ona 
fair computation reckon their numbers to have 
been very great. Not long after that does Ter- 
zullian plead for thoſe in his days, -in his admi- 
red Apologetick, and telis the Romans, That if 
' they would ſtand to their own defence, they wanted not 
the ſirength of Numbers and Armies, that neither the 
Moors wor Parthians, nor any other of the Nations 
that fought with the Romans could match them, who 
filled the whole World, all their places, Towns, Iſlands, 
Caſlles, Villages, Councils, C amps, T: ribes, Senate 
and Market-places ; only they abandoned their Temples 
\tothem; adding, That towhat War were they not both 
fit and ready, even though they wereleſsnumerous, who 
were butchered ſo willingly, if their Diſcipline did not 
" allow them rather to be killed than to kill? And elſe- 
where he vindicates the Chriſtians, That none of 
them were ever found guilty of conſpiracies againſt the 
Emperors, whom they — to be ſet up by God, 
and therefore judged themſelves bound to love, reverence 
and honoxr them. But as the Chriſtian Religion 
continued to ſpread by a vaſt and prodigious 
- increaſe, ſodid the ſpite of the Infernal Furies 
: h grow 
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grow fierce againſt it by the ſame proportion ; 
and in the laſt Perſecution, which continued 
about twenty years, we find the Martyrs of one 
Province (| Egypt ) reckoned to be betwixt eight 
and nine hundred thouſand; and yet no tu- 
mults were raiſed againit all this Tyranny and 


| Injuſtice : And though after that the Empe- 


rors turned Chriſtian, and eſtabliſhed the Faith 
by Law, yet neither did the ſubtil attempts of 


| Julianthe Apoltate, nor the open Perſecutions 


of ſome Arrian Emperors, who did with great 
violence proſecute the Orthodox, occaſion any 
ſeditious Combinations againit Authority. 
T heſe are the great Precedents this holy Do- 
crine of the Croſs hath in the fir{t and pureſt 
Ages, and though Religion ſuffered great De- 
cays in the ſucceſſion of many Ages, yet forthe 
firit ten Centuries no Father or Doctor of the 
Church, nor any Aſſembly of Church-men, 
did ever teach, maintain or juſtifie any Rebelli- 
ons or ſeditious Doctrines or Practiſes. 
4. And thus I have made good what I un- 
dertook to evince, T hat Conſcience doth with 
the greateſt evidence of Reaſon and Authority, 
bind usto an abſolute Subjection to the Higher 
Powers ; and have obſerved what was the Path 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf followed, the Tra- 


ces whereofare to be known by thoſe bloudy 
ſteps 


"n) | 

| eps he hath left behind him for our Example 
and Inſtru&tion. We have allo ſeen a glorious 
Cloud of Witneſſes following him in the ſame 
way he both opened up and conſecrated to 
them. Butaiter all this, it may be perhaps ob- 
jeted, T hat all Chriſtians, at leaſt all preten- 
dersto it, have not followed the ſame Rule, 
and that ſome Divitions of Chriſtendom, which 
in all other things run very wide from one ano- 
ther, yet meet im this Doctrine of reſiſting the 
Supreme Authority, and not only fo, but they 
vouch Religion for their Warrant and their 
Quarrel both, and pretend a Zeal tor God, 
his Church, and his Cauſe in all they do: This 
is the laſt part ofmy Diſcourſe, to which I ob- 
liged my {elf in the beginning ; and I will 
handleit with the round Raoonacts't that ſuch a 
Point, how tender ſoever ſome may. think it, 
requires. It1strue, about the ind of the Ele- 
venth Century this peltiferous Doctrine took its 
Riſe, and was hrit broached. and vented by 
Pope Gregory the Seventh, commonly called 
Hildebrand, the firit Pope of thatname; though 
a” far better man had baſely and ſhamefully 
courted the cruel and perfidious Phocas, and 
treated himin a ſtile of mean and ſordid Flattery 


that rnisbecame any man, much more ſo great 


'a Bihop. But the "os I now ſpeak of went 


more 
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more briskly to work, - and begun that inſolent 
and bold pretenſ1on of the Temporal power of 
the Popes over all Kings and Princes; that 
they being Chriſt's Vicars on Earth, muſt 
have all Power in Heaven and Earth deputed to 
them, and that as S. Peter's Succeſſorsthey had 
the two Swords, the Spiritual and the Tem- 
poral putin their hands. Upon this he aſpired 
and exalted himſelf above thoſe whom the 
Scripture calleth (Gods, Nor did this reit in a 
bare ſpeculation, but any that will read his 
Epiſtles, and knows the Hiſtory of his Lite, 
will ſee what diſmal confuſions he brought on 
Germany and Iraly, and laid the Foundations of 


| thoſe bloudy Wars /which followed and conti- 


nued for ſome Ages: Thendid the Factions 
of the Guelphs and Gibellins divide Nations, 
Towns and Famulies, and fill all places with 
bloud and confuſion. How other Popes did 
afterwards ſet the ſame pretenſions on foot, 
both in France, England, and in many other pla- 
ces, 1s well enough known 'to all that are ac- 
quainted with Hiſtory ; and for two or three 
Ages the Tyranny of this was ſo heavy, that 
any Inſolent Church;man was able to. diſturb 
Government, by carrying Complaints to Rome 


_ of fomepretended Incroachments on the Ec- 


clefiaftical Immunity; upon which Monitory 
7 {= Breves 


134)!] | | 
Breves-and Bulls were diſpatched from Rome, 
and every Prince was either to obey' theſe, how 
much ſoever they might prejudice his Govern- 
ment, or to look for the Thunders of Excom- 


munication, Depoſition, abſolving his Subjects | 


from their Oaths of Fidelity, and the transfer- 
ring his Domunions on ſome other more zealous 
Votary of that See. And any that will read 
the Decretals, Bulls and Breves of many of the 
aſpiring Popes, wall find that theſe . were not 


. only ambitious and diſclatmed practiſes, the 


uilt of which being perſonal, died with them- 
Fives: but they founded them on the Rights of 


| the See of Rome, and in the ſtile of an Univer- 


ſal Paſtor impoſed the belief of that on 
the World. Now I would preſume to ask 


' anyof that Communion, if they believe theſe 
' Popes were Infallible in thoſe Deciſions and In- 
| firucions they impoſed on the World, or not ? 


It any ſay they were Irfallible in them, they are 
without more ceremony of words, T raitors, 


+ who ſubje& our Sovereign's Rights, which he 
derives from God only, toa foreign Superior 


Power : If they were not Infallible in theſe 


Deciſions, then what is become of the Pope's 


Infallibility ? For the preſent Pope can have no 


' more than his Predeceſſors had ; and if they 
| erred, he may likewiſe erre. But Imult ad- 


' vance 


{ 08) - 
[; vance this a little farther, to ſhew that thoſe of 
jj; that Gommunion, ough they reed the Popes 
: Infallibility, yet if they ſubmit to the Infallibili- 
ty of their General Councils, are ſtill in the 
ſame hazards of being Rebels : For the Coun- 
cil of Lateran, which in the Foman Church is 
held General and Oecumenical, that firſt de- 
creed Tranſubſtantiation, did alſo by the,T hird 
of its Canons decree, That all temporal [Princes 
' ſhould exterminate ( I ſhall not critically examine 
that word which muſt amount to baniſhment at 
leaſt ) all Hereticks, adding, That if any Temporal 
Lord, being admoniſhed by the Church, did negle& to 
purge bis Lands, he ſhould be firſt excommunicated, 
and if he continued in his contempt and contumacy, a 
£ years notice was t0 be _ of it to the Pope, who thence- 
forth ſhould declare his Paſſals abſolved from the Fide- 
lity they owed him, and expoſe his Lands to be Invaded 
 . by Catholicks, who might poſſeſs it without any contra- 
difliom, having exterminated the Hereticks out of it, 
and preſerve itin the Purity of the Faith. This 1s fo 
plain, that I ſuppoſe without any heſitation it 
may be called a down-right Conſpiracy againſt 
all Sovereign Princes; and this being decreed 
by a General Council, muſt either be Infalli- 
bly true, or the Foundation on which they have 
raiſed all their Superſtrycure ofthe Infallibility 
of their Conn Conna s, ls overturned, 


-—_ 
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But the ſame Equality of Juſtice and Free- 
dom, that obliged me tolay open this, ties me 
totaxalſothoſe whopretenda great heat againſt 


Rome, and value themſelves on their abhorrin 


all the Dotrines and Practiſes of that Church, 
'and yet have carried along with them one of 
their moſt peltiterous Opinions, pretending | 


Reformation when they would bring all under 


Confuſion, and vouching the Cauſe and Work 


of God, when they were deſtroying that Au- 


thorityhe had ſet. up, and' oppoling thoſe im- 
powred by him : And themore Piety and De- 


: votion, ſuch daring pretenders put on, it {till 


brings the greater ſtain and imputation. on Re- 


ligion, as 1f it gave a Patrociny to thoſe Practi- 
8 5 | y 


ſes it ſo plainly condemns. T his is Judas-like, 
to kiſs our Maſter when we betray him, and to 
own, a Zeal for Religion when we engagein 
courſes that diſgrace and deſtroy it. 

But, bleſſed be God, our Church hates and 
condemns this Dodtrine from what hand ſoever 
it come, and bath eſtabliſhed the Rights and 
Authority of Princes on ſure and unalterable 
Foundations, enjoyning an entire Obedience 
to all the lawful Commands of Authority, and 
an abſolute Submitſion to that Supreme Power 
God hath put in our Sovereign's hands: . This 
Doctrine weyultly glory in, and if any that had 

| | _ _ thai 


al 


a E 
their Baptiſm and Education in our Church 
have turned Renegades from this, they proved 


no leſs enemies to the Church her ſelf, than to 


the Civil Authority. So that their Apoſtaſie 
leaves no blajhe on our Church, which glories 
in nothing more than in a well-tempered Re- 
formation fromthe later Corruptions which the 
dark Apes brought in, to the pure and Primi- ; 
tive Doctrines which our Saviour and his A- 
poliles taught, and the firlt Chriſtians retained 
and practiſed for many Ages: 

To Refume all then : Letus adorn our ho- 
ly Profeſſion with -a Life ſuitable tot,” and let 


us ſhew tothe World, that we take not up, nor 


maintain our Religion upon Intereſt, but found 
it on ſure and unmoveable Foundations, which, 
being the ſame always; will ever-oblige us to - 
the ſame Duties and PraQtiſes. Letrus ſtudy to 
empty . our ſelves of all big ſclt-conceiting 
Thoughts, of all hot and inflamed Paſſions and | 
Appetites, of all unruly and unbounded Delires, . 
of all Levity and unſtayedneſs of mind; that 
with humble Hearts; - calm*Minds;: contented 


_ Spirits, and ſteady 'T houghts, every one may 


follow the Duties of his Station,and contain him- | 
ſelf within it as becomes a Chviſtian, - paying 
inwardly in our very thoughts that reverence 


we owe the Higher Powers, and offering up to - 
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 Godthe conſtant Tribute of our Prayers for 
them; conſidering they are God's Vicege- 
rents, and by his own warrant are called Gods: 
And if the Condudt of Afﬀairs do not ſuit our 
| wiſhes or delires, yet for all that we are to truſt 
toand depend on God'sProvidence, not daring 
- onceto think of attempting againſt the Lord's 
_ anointed, nor to engage in courſes that may 
bring on ſo much miſchief and confulion, but 
| Tet us ever ſet before our eyes our bleſſed Savi- 


. our, Who endured the Croſs and deſpiſed the ſhame ; 


who when he was reviled, reviled not again, and when 


he ſuffered, he threatned not, but committed himſelf to 
him that judgeth righteouſly ; And let us alſo conf1- 
der that Cloud of W itneſles that followed him ; 
T hat ſo we may run with patience the race that ut ſet be- 
fore us, and not look toor imitate the later pra- 
Eiſes of ſome diſtempered and degenerated 
Chriſtians. And then we ſhall be an honour to 
our Profeſſion, and give a credit to that Church 
wherein we were Born, Baptiſed and Inſtruc- 
ed; when weſhew that we are ſubje#, #0: only 

for Wrath, but for Conſcience-ſake. | 
And to end as I begun; Let us with aſto- 
-niſhment and wonder, contemplate the ſhining 
lories of our molt holy Faith, which tendsto 
raiſe Mankind to the higheſt pitch of true 
:Greatneſs that his mited Nature can aſcend to, 
and 
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and as far excels all the attempts of Philoſophy, - 
or any other Religion whatſoever, as the bright 
Splendor of the Day doth the fainter Shinings 
of the Night. For nothing can be more the 
Intereſt of all men, than the receiving this 
Faith, which both ſecures a man in all his 


| Rights, and obliges all others to pay him what 
ever 1s due from the Relations they ſtandin. 


Doesa Father delire dutiful Children, or Chil- 
dren an affectionate Father ? Make them good 
Chriſtians, and they are ſure of what they de- 
fire. Do Husband and Wife expect the Fide- 
lity and Sacred performance of the Ties of 
Wedlock ? This mult certainly follow on their 
being good Chriſtians. Do Maſters delire ho- - 


| neſtand careful Servants, and Servants a jult 


and gentle Maſter ? Make them good Chriſti- 
ans and they will prove ſuch. Do all men de- 
fire to live by honeſt well-natured and affectio- 


nate Neighbours? Their being good Chriſti- 


ans will certainly make them ſuch. Do Sub- 


jects defire a good King ? Let them pray that 


| hebea good Chriſtian, and then he ſhall cer- 


tainly govern well; And do Kings deſire good 

and obedient Subjects ? Let them take care 

that they be good Chriſtians, and then they will 

be Subject, Not only for Wrath,but for Conſcience-ſake. 
Now to the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, be all 

Honour, Praiſe and Glory, for ever and ever. Arnen. 
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